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“Education would fail ignominiously in its objective, if it manufactures only a robot and® ™=
called him an economic man stressing the adjective economic and forgetting the &
substantive man.

A university cannot afford to ignore the cultural aspects of education whatever studies it
specializes in. Science is a means, not an end, whereas culture is an end in itself. Even
though you may ultimately become a scientist, a doctor or an engineer, you must while
in college, absorb fundamental values, which will make you a man of culture.

An engineer has not merely to build bridges; he has to be a devoted husband, a kind
father, a friendly neighbour, a dutiful citizen, and a man true to himself. He will have trial

and tribulations; his heart will fail him at times; he will then need the strength which true®
culture alone can give.”

- Kulpati Dr. K. M. Munshi

b =
b=
VISION
o
To build a renowned institution which will produce skilled graduate engineers with ~ %=
good will for humanity =

MISSION

« To impart quality education through need based curriculum in academic
programmes
= To enhance career opportunities for students through industry-institute interaction
and value added courses
« To promote excellence by encouraging a wrde range of views, lateral thinking and
a sense of discipline.
» To inculcate responsibility towards society
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DISHA 2007

Disha is the annual college magazine of SPCE and SPIT (well, we do not know whether
next year's Disha can claim the same, but we fervently hope so). This might have sounded like
stating the obvious but we realised, during the course of our work, that many were unaware of
the existence of Disha and that does not include just the students.

There has been a conscious attempt to change the face of Disha. We have done away
with the unnecessary reports that are not only repetitive in content but also have been ghost-
written at times. Disha has shed its plain Jane image and acquired a new sleek and attractive
look thanks to the innovative layout designed by Tiyasa. It has become more interactive and
informal - the cover page is a clear indicator of that. If variety is the spice of life, then Disha with
its blogs, alumni articles, mock section and interviews, would be, to borrow a cliche, too hot to
handle.

For those who wanted to voice their opinions, take a walk down memory lane or inspire
others to fulfil their dreams, Disha has been their perfect companion. Disha 2007 is all about
providing wholesome infotainment to its readers. It neither pretends to provide Disha nor does it
preach or sermonise anyone. As a friend of ours says sometimes its better you find no direction.

i Inspite of all our efforts we do admit that we have not accomplished our goals- be it the
r=vival of our newsletter SPLAT or publishing Disha in time. We also apologise in advance, if we
have inadvertently omitted any event or activity of the college.

Even though Disha team is a baker's dozen, we owe our success to many. First and
foremost, to all those who send in their contributions to the college magazine. We would also like
to make a special mention of Prof. Gokhale and Prof. Solanki whose support and guidance
=nsured that we did not need to sweat it out much. Pushkar Dikshit and his friend Shailesh
nelped us in getting the finances. A big thanks to Prof. Joshi whose student friendly and
democratic approach endured that Disha 2007 took the bold step of taking the offbeat path.

Hope Disha 2007 has taken the right step in making Disha a saleable brand, a magazine
students would fight to lay their hands on!

- Magazine Secretaries
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SPCE ANNUAL REPORT
2005-06

From the Principal's Desk

% has been a year of hectic activity ever since | took over as the Principal of this premier engineering college, from Dr.
= S Mate. | cannotbut mention that donning the mantle of the first alumnus Principal of the college was indeed ane
of the highs in my small professional career. At the same time, it also gave a feeling of enormous responsibility-one
of transforming the college to a world class institute, a vision instilled by the Chairman of the Governing Council, Dr.
ML Shrikant.

DOver the years the college has gained reputation in imparting quality education in conventional as well as emerging
=reas. This has been due to a strong faculty base, modernised laboratories, good placements, resuiting in top most
sr=ference by high quality students. With the industry doing well in the previous years, placement has been very
Sood.

To k==p pace with the technology and industry needs, the college has initiated several value added programmes
Se= CAD/CAM training and software training in several areas. In the coming years more efforts will be made in this
=r=ction. The college has very ambitious plans of modernizing laboratories to meet international standards. The
sofiege has entered into MoU's with leading industry partners and academic institutes like TCS, INFOSYS,
SASMIRA, Desert Research Institute, (US) etc. This is to ensure Industry-Institute interaction is strong and vibrant
=nad that students as well as faculty benefit from this.

Tl and Structural Departments have an extensive interaction with professional bodies and the industry. It is
Seartening to note that the Mechanical and Electrical departments in the last few years have also moved in this
Sie=ction. The Mechanical department has initiated value added courses while the Electrical Engineering
S=ca=riment in collaboration with Mechanical Dept. has initiated an Energy Audit Centre. This is not only likely to
Se=d 1o revenue generation but also towards a huge contribution in terms of energy savings and safety.

T promote the spirit of entrepreneurship, the college has become an associate member of the National
E=w=oreneurship Network (NEN). An entrepreneurship cell has been established in the college. The cell in its
s=cond year has been carrying out a number of activities, The institute in its 45" year has a very strong alumni base.
e 2lumnus is keen to ensure that the institute which has given them their status, grows to a world class institute. In
Sme with this thinking the alumni association has taken steps in this direction by registering under the Societies Act
e under B0 G of the IT act. The Alumni Association and the college are proposing to initiate a US Chapter in this

==

“%e coflege in the last decade has vigorously pursued a faculty development programme. The college is the
==«mum beneficiary of the QIP programme. The college will continue this policy, keeping in mind the department
s==c= and faculty position. Along with the faculty development programme, the college also proposes to upgrade
Swll= of supporting staff that plays a key role in the institute progress.

Thecollege is feeling the constraints set by the university system in imparting quality education to keep in pace with
e =h=nging needs of the industry. Therefore, we are vigorously pursuing academic autonomy with the University
k. nbai and other statutory bodies like AICTE.

= shways believed that the institute is known for its faculty. | exhort the faculty and supporting staffto rise to the
=on and play their part in the development of the college. | thank the members of the Local Managing
wstee and the staff and its representatives for offering valuable suggestions for the development of the college.
== T=nk the members of the Principal’s office for their valuable contribution in the growth of the college. | am
== :ndebled to the members of the Governing Council for their valuable guidance, inspiration and constant
o in the development of the college.

Dr. 5.Y. Mhaiskar
Principal, SPCE
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Summary of Results 2005-2006
%Passing | % First Class
I 0 0 o
Civil 46/3 7337 | 8729 | 8863 ‘
| Mechanical | 77139 @EQ__;_EHE | e
I Elctical | 7 8766 7849 | 9571 ‘
- Computer | 81/37 82133 | 9446 | 100/64
Electronics | 8530 | 7653 | a4y | oeus |
| A |
o e
Summary of Placements
i Class - Placement Enge of Sazry in
% | lakhs
| cw [S=%5 | omlas |
| Mechanical 87 | 096 480 _‘
| Electical | 8 | 120280 |
| Computer | 92 | 180 360 |
Electronics 84 1.20-3.00
RS 180380 |
Civil Engineering Department

Department has applied for an enhanced intake for Ph.D.

islikely to be increased from 5 to 20 shortly

The PG programme in Construction M
The department also initiated a PG p
Prof. PH. Sawant look over the cha

Principal ofthe college

programmes

Shri. A.R.Kambekar was sponsored to

programme in July 2007

Ku. Reshma Raskar was sponsored for pursuing M.Tech. programme at |IT Bombay. She has joined the

programme from July 2006

Prof. M.M. Kulkami and Dr.P. Srivasatava published papers in International journals
Prof. M.M.Kulkarni, Dr. R.A.Hegde, Shri. A.R.Kambekar published papers at National

programme with the University of Mumbai. The intake

anagementwas revived aftera encouraging student response
rogramme in Environmental Engg.
rge of the Head of the Department after Prof. S.Y. Mhaiskar took over as the

Prof. M.M.Kulkarni, Dr. P. Shrivastava and Dr. R.A.Hegde have been recognized as research guides for Ph.D.

pursue Ph.D. programme at IIT Bombay. He will be joining  the

conferences

The department organized workshops on Blasting in collaboration with IGS Mumbai Chapter

The department also hosted meetings of the IRC B-3 and BIS committees

hosted an expert lecture delivered by Prof,Van
and Foundation Engineering
works and generated revenue of Rs. 20 lakhs
tival was organized by the students in January 2006

The department in collaboration

with IGS Mumbai
president of International Society of Soil Mechanics

. » Thedepartment undertook testing and consultancy
. *Nirmiti an inter-collegeiate technical college fes

E_
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Mechanical Engineering Department

= TheDepartment recognized as Ph.D. centre for students registering in the University of Mumbai
« Prof. PV, Natuand Dr. G.T. Thampi were recognized as guides by the University of Mumbai.

= Prof. AV Bhonsale
=  was nominated as a member of the interview panel of J.N. TATA Endowment for selecting J.N.Tata
scholars for higher education ‘
= was nominated as certified examiner for Quality Management Assessment for Ramkrishna Bajaj
National Quality Award of Indian Merchants' chamber, Mumbai
» was deputed by Indian Merchants Chamber to assess an organization for business excellence al

Jakarta, Indonesia
= has passed the energy audit audit exam conducted by Bureau of Energy Efficiency, Govt. of India

and qualified as Energy manager and auditor
= Received a research grant of Rs. 35,000/- from University of Mumbai for development and Testing
of Energy Efficient Water Cooler
= Shri. D.N. Jadhavwas sponsored to pursue Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering atlIT Bombay
= Shri. PK. Mulay was sponsored to pursue M.E. in Mech, Engg. at S.P.C.E.
= Following faculty members published papers at National Conferences
1. Shri.5.B.Rane 2.Shri.R.B.Buktar
= Following faculty members published papers at International Conferences
1. Dr.G.T.Thampi 2. Shri. S.B.Rane 3. Shri.R.B. Buktar
=« Following staff members were invited for key note address
1. Dr.G.T.Thampi 2. Shri. R.B. Buktar
= “TORQUE —2006" was organized during 10" — 11" Feb 2006 by Mechanical Engineering Students Association
Events: Mechspeak, Speed Devils, Pool Demon, Mech Puzzle ISHRAE sponsor Project & Poster
Presentation
- Vinit Dholye, Amey Karnik (B.E Mech)-
*  First runner-up at Indian Society of Heating Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Engineering National
level Intercollegiate Quiz 2006
»  First Prize at Indian Society of Heating Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Engineering National level
Intercollegiate Project Competition 2006
=  Firstrunner-up at Indian Society of Heating Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Engineering National
level Intercollegiate Poster Competition 2006
= Industrial Visits:
=  TIFR Mumbai- B.E (Mech) Students
» BHEL, Haridwar-B.E (Mech) Students
= Reliance Power Station, Dahanu- S.E Students
= Central Railway Workshop, Matunga, Mumbai-S.E. Students
= Koyana Hydro Electric Power Projects (Stage V) - T.E, Students
= Bhatsa Dam for for T.E. Students

Electrical Department

S=f Shubha Pandit has passed the energy audit exam conducted by Bureau of Energy Efficiency, Govt. of
‘s and qualified as Energy manager and auditor

D¢ Prachi Gharpure successfully defended her Ph.D. thesis and was awarded Ph.D. She has subsequently
=kenVRSandjoined S.P.L.T.

S=¢ 2 .B.Pimple was selected for pursuing Ph.D. programme at lIT Bombay. He will be joining IIT Bombay from
Juby 2007

& ~=w faculty members have joined the department in June 2006
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« The department has proposed Modermnization of the following Laboratories

» Electronics
» |ndustrial Controller

= Switchgear & Protection

* Power System

Waorkshop on “Repairing of Home Appliances & Electric Wiring" was conducted for 2 days. It received a very

good response from students

Expertlectures from eminent persons from various backgrounds were arranged
Following faculty members attended short term courses/training programmes

Dr. Shubha Pandit
Smt. Anupa Sabnis
Smt. Vidya Joshi

Smt. Swati Lawand
Shri Sanket Hatkar

L= e i Ll By
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Dr. Prachi Gharpure
Shri. Kunal Salunkhe
Smt. Sangila Daingade
Ku. Ushma Lalan

Electrical Engg Students Association (EESA) organized SPARK, an intercollegiate festival for 2 days
Following Industrial visits were organised

= Reliance InfoTech
Bhandup Complex

» Dhahanu Generating Station

Aarey Substation

Electrical Engg Students Association (EESA) organized SPARK, an intercollegiate festival for 2 days
Following Industrial visits were organised

= Reliance InfoTech
Bhandup Complex

L]
= Dhahanu Generating Station

Aarey Substation

Structural Engineering Department

Prof. B.N. Pandya and Prof. M.M. Murudi published papers in National Journals
Prof. B.N. Pandya also published a paper in a National Conference

Shri.M.M. Maniyar was sponsored for PhD under QIP at G.S. Institute of Technology, Indore. He has resumed

the programme from July 2007

The department conducted two short term courses on Structural software STAAD, SAFE and ETABS

Dr.M.M. Murudi and Shri. A.S. Bage delivered lectures in short term courses at GCOE Karad and IIT Bomba

respectively

Dr. M.M. Murudi, Shri. M.M. Maniyar and Smt. Sangeeta Gadve attended short term courses
Thedepartment earned a revenue of Rs. 19 lakhs through testing

The department also undertook wide ranging consultancy works worth Rs. 19lakhs.




SPIT ANNUAL REPORT
2005-06

From the Principal's Desk

| must congratulate all you students for having chosen such an 'apt' name forthe magazinei.e. "DISHA".
¥ wou know your "DISHA” for life it means that you know your goal and if you know your goal you know the way you
=== togo. [fanswers to all above would have been so straight, the world would have beena different place today.

| think myself fortunate to be amongst you, the hopes of millions of Indians for a better tomarrow. Engineers,
S=-rrologists & scientists have the capacity to make this earth either a happy place or a battle field. The justification
o s statement can be provided if one relates the technological development & economic progress of the nations.

The unselfish attitude of using technology forhuman welfare and thus serving mankind should be ourmotto
== making all efforts to give our best at all levels should be the purpose of the services rend ered.

=t purpose would education serve ifit results in polarization of economic powers?

| repeat, you are the hopes of millions. Take this as a challenge to improve the lives of less privileged ones

#c enjoy the heavenly satisfaction. You have to work today for a better tomorrow, keeping away the mistakes

ay.
With best wishes,

Dr. (Mrs.) P. P. Warnekar
Principal, S.P.L.T.

edents’ achievements :-

Dur third year Electronics engineering student Mr. Gopal Balasubramanium is nominated as R10 representative
& =EE students’ branch. Electronics and Mechanical Engineering students participation in Robocon 2007 at

re:-

=% e end of 2007, additional 48000 Sq. Ft. area of building 'C’ will be ready and that will provide 1.2 lakhs Saq. Ft.
== for college, malching AICTE's norms for infrastructure. College has plans lo develop additional Canteen,

% indoor facilities for gymkhana over the next 2 to 3 years. Presently, we already have 9 fully developed
%+ Slecironics Engineering Department, 6 labs for Information Technology, 5 labs for Computer Engineering
=ntand 5 labs for Electronics & Telecommunication Engineering Department.

lsmmon Computer Centre with 20 latest PIV PCS along with the support of LAN Administrator is fully functional &
== = system analyst will be added to the team to provide support for software for office / college. We have a
Desral Library measuring about 5000 Sq. Ft. having13,000 books, 22 journals- National (07), International (15)
e S=ference Books (2708). Also online journal access for |EEE is available. Also we have membership of
WOEST which gives additional support for references to IEL. ASCE, ASME. We also have access {0 AICTE'S

-

sc=leaming programme through EDU SAT connectivity.

s 2udio | video room facility in the library is an added attraction for all to learn through educational CDS or

=+ based studies or through regular news channels of cable TV.

ai=o has 15 PCs for students to access the net for projects or R & D work etc. The college has 5000 Sg. Ft.
o administrative functions and we have plans to automate most of repetitive jobs or putsource the same, to
unnecessary hassles. College has spenta large amount to build our laboratories, equipments (hardware /

=) for the year 2006-07
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A nal facilities created

Boy's Common Room (602) 6" floor

Staff Common Room (607) 6" floor

2drawing halls (601, 608) 6" floor

Students Reading Room (606) 6" floor

2 labaratories for Electronics & Telecommunications Lab (604, 805) 6" floor
Educational Satellite programme, Viewing room (603) 6" floar

Central Computing facility Ground floor

20 PCwithinternet, LAN Administrator & System analyst

Electronics surveillance inlibrary - and college + Audio videos roomin library for CBT

Ph. D, Programmes:

e Mr.M.R. Somvanshi, Professorin |.T. Dept. selected and joined for Contract period at IiT, Roorkee for Ph. b
from 2007-2010 !

Paper a ooks Publi cu

9/ Dr. (Smt.) N.K. Jog published a book on “Electronics in Medicine and Biomedical Instrumentation”
Prentice Hall of India, 2006

» Prof. K.T. published papers at National Conferences
» Prof. §.T. Gandhe published papers at National Conferences
= Prof. $.S. Rathod at various institutes and won the best paper award for his paper “Design and Simulation
of Pcto SRAM interface for reconfigurable processors” at MIT, Manipal Karnataka
= Prof. U.D. Kolekar published papers atvarious institutes
v Prof.S.T.Gandhe, (In charge HOD, Electronics Dept), Prof Deven Shah (IT) and Prof M.M.Shah,

Academic Advisor participated in paper presentation event *|EEE Indicon 2006 in Delhi from 14th to 19th
September 2006

Sem s/Courses co cted in the yvear

Prof. K.T. Talele conducted a seminaron “STTP and DSP" at SPCE

Prof. (Smt.) M.U. Gokhale conducted seminars on “Presentation Skills” and “Interview Skills” at RGIT and

Somaiya College of Arts, Science and Commerce
= Prof. (Smt.) M\U. Gokhale conducted seminar on “Communication Skills for Working Women" by

Maharashtra Chamber of Commerce

Prof. U.D. Kolekar conducted seminaron QoS in “802.11" at Terna Engg. College

Conducted “ISTE-STTP Course" on Linux Enterprise Server Administration and Network Services anc
Security Administration

= AZ2-dayworkshop on Java was jointly organized by Prof.K.K.Devadkar (IT), and Ms.Rupali Sawant (IT) for
37 students on 19th and 26th August.

= Prof.Deven Shah (IT) organized a six day workshop on ‘Cisco Certified Networks Associates along with an
expert from Trinisys.




GYMKHANA COMMITTEE REPORT

Sardar Patel College of Engineering and the subsidiary wing Sardar Pate! Institute of Technology have
‘Sways provided the students a platform to hone and showcase their technical, cultural and management skills. The
‘@rowing number of events is testimony to the fact that students have ample opportunities for the same.

The academic year 2006- 2007 has been a pot- pourri of activities. The Gymkhana Committee was formedon
=" September 2006 under the able guidance of the principals, Dr. S.Y. Mhaiskar and Dr. Mrs, P Warnekar and the
‘#ecson in charges, Prof. Pimple and Prof. Ambavade. The Class Representatives cast their votes te elect the
S=neral Secretary, Cultural Secretary, Magazine Secretary, Sports Secretary and the Alumni Association
Secretary.

Mirmaan 2006, a Technical festival organized by the [EEE, in association with CEA and MESA on 29"

S=—t=mber, 1" and 2™ October 2006 was the first major event of the year. The festival saw several novel events that
swided much food for thought for the participants, IEEE also organized an Industrial Visitin January wherein more
= 180 students visited industries in the cities of Bangalore, Ooty and Mysore.

The first activity organised by the Gymkhana Committee was the Fresher's Welcome party. The freshers

=yed their expertise in dance and drama and were acquainted with the feel of the nuisances of the college’s
=Soning.

The Hobby Club was established by Mr. Sahastrabuddhe on the 14th of November 2006. Inspired by the idea

= incubator cellin |IT, thatis a dynamic society that churns out several innovative projects, the Hobby Club aims

»wde our students a platform to convert theory into practice.

The Alumni Association has actively worked to bring together all the students who consider SPCE as their

2 Mater. Four distinct committees namely the General Committee, the Event Management Commitiee, the

ser Management Committee and the Website Management Committee have been established for the smooth

—soning of work. The Annual Alumni Meet was organized on 7" January 2007 which was attended by nearly 200

SPCE Alumni. The 1981-82 batch of students celebrated their Silver Jubilee on the same day. Several Alumni
=iso been invited for seminars that have immensely benefited the students.

The even semesterin January commenced with the annual Sports festival SPIRIT held between 17" January

20" February 2007. Students avidly participated in events ranging from carom to cricket. Students from across
~a participated in the inter-collegiate events. For the first time in the history of SPIRIT, an exhaustive points

== devised to evaluate the performance of the students. The SPIRIT trophy, for the branch which grossed the

==t number of points, was bagged Er'; the IT branch.

Technobreak, the annual intra-college cultural festival was celebrated on the 26” and 27" of January

wst much aplomb. The college witnessed much passion and enthusiasm from students who
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relentlessly worked to showcase their otherwise dormant creative skills in dance, music, art, oratory and literary |

events. The Rampage night was dominated by the BE Civil- IT combination, while the BE Electrical- Computers
won the Visual Impact. BE Computers emerged victorious in the race for the much-coveted Technobreak Shield.
SPACE ~the annual techno-cultural Extravaganza, held on the 22™, 23" and 24™ February 2007, celebrated
its Silver Jubilee this year. The Managing Commitiee of SPACE faced several trials and tribulations in the day S|
preceding the festival. However the perseverance and dedication of the committee bore fruit with participation from
colleges across the city. Events like Strest Play, Casino Royale, Western and Hindi Rock Band competitions
provided the perfect stage for the amateurs to showcase their talents. While the mesmerizing performance of

Talaash enthralled the students, the powerheuse performances of the rock bands Zohak, Zygnema, Sceptre and

Vayu left the audience spellbound. The famous musical composition ' Another Brick in the Wall' by Pink Floyd
performed by Vayu, was a befitting climax to the festival.

The Marathi Vangmay Mandal which seeks its values in the Marathi culture, organized Geetspandan- 2

delight for the music aficionados, on 13" F ebruary. Bhavaspandan was organized on the 23™ of March. The sa
day was also celebrated as the Traditional Day of our college.

Several inter-departmental festivals were also held in the months of February and March. The Mechanics

Engineering Students Association (MESA) organized Torque - their annual tech nical festival, on 8" and 10°
February 2007. The major highlight of the festival was the project display that saw several ingenious project models
from students across the cou ntry.

SPARK was organized by the Electrical Engineering Students Association (EESA) on the 1" and 2™ of Marcl
Workshops were held during the two days, imparting information on the latest developments in the industry,

The annual national level technical symposium Nirmiti organized by the Civil Engineering Association (CEA}

was held on 9" and 10" March. Apart from the much-awaited Technical Paper Presentations, new events like Ars

You an Entrepreneur? and Innovative Solutions also captivated the attention of the participants.

The Entrepreneurship Cell has had

a successful year with its popularity surging amongst the students.
Several students from our ¢ollege were part of the International Tie Summit, a congregation of nearly 1200
entrepreneurs from across the globe, held between 17" and 19"

December in 2006. The entrepreneurship wee
also saw workshops conducted by Prof M.S. Rao from SPJIMR and Mr. Rohit Nalvde who inspired students to work

on their business prepositions that were presented during Aavishkar, the Business Paper Presentation competitia
onthe 1" March 2007,

The Annual Day was celebrated on the 2™ March 2007. The esteemed guests of the evening were and

Ramesh Parikh, Chairman, Engineering and Electronics Co. Pvt. Ltd. and his wife Mrs. Bansari Parikh. T

presentation of the annual reports was followed by the prize distribution ceremony that felicitated

e —————




QisHA

“=rt= for excelling in the various academic streams. This was followed by the Marathi entertainment programme
s and a parody tiled 'Shabdachchal that held the audience in rapt attention.
The Formal Day and Rose day were held on the 5" April 2007, The atmosphere in the college was very
4 and vibrant... different from the usual monotone. The BE Farewell was also organised on the same day. A
s donation drive was conducted successfully in our college on 10™ April with a healthy 346 units collected in a
= day for the benefit of thalessmia inflicted children.
On the whole it has been a very busy year for the various student organizations. Unmarred by the testing

~stances, the Gymkhana has been successful in its endeavors. Every experience has provided vital lessons to

~bed for the better and smoother functioning of the Gymkhana. The love, support and guidance of the Teaching,
s==ching and the House keeping staff have proved to be pivotal in the success of all the events. The Gym khana

~*oe is thankful to one and all for the same.
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Training and Placement Report 2006-07 (till 2™ April 2007)

Campus
Company Date Total Etrx Criteria | Salary (In
L Lakhs)
| == AUTO X
EID. 16-Jun-086 1 NA 1 B0% 54
LET 20-Jun-06 | 21 T 4 58% 28
SEMENS 20 Jun-06 | 25 13 4 58% 2.64
TATAPOWER | 23-Jun06 | 11 1 5 58% 317
~ MARICO 27-Jun-06 3 NA 1 All Clear 1.75
. SETROFAC 28-Jun-06 3 NA 1 559, 216
ESSAR 29-Jun-06 4 NA 58% 1.5
: Stipend
- SHAP00RJI 30 Jun/8& 7 NA 55% Rs.14,500
Jul 06 p.m
SCNEIDER | 01-Jul-08 1 0 58% 2.25
. MEM
L BUTOMOTIVE | 0B-Jul-06 3 A B0% 3
10,12
Jul 06 129 26 5B% 2.37
11-Jul-06 1 NA | NA 57% 2.85
13-Jul-06 94 24 29 55% 264
14-Jul-06 7 1 i B5% 9.2
15-Jul-06 31 1 13 55% 22
17-Jul-06 ] 4 2 55% 2.7
18-Jul-06 4 0 3 B0% 3.6
18- Jul-06 & 0 3 60% 2.65
20-Jul-06 3 2 1 55% 2.2
21-dukos | ! 9 L Opes) 28
21-22 Jul-
06 1 0 0 55% 2
24-Jul-06 1 4] 1 58% 2 66
25-Jul-06 7 1 5 1] 58% 28
2B-Jul-06 27 9 12 i BO% 2.75
27-Jul-06 3 0 0
i - 2B-Jul-06 33 3 0
RELIANGE
SERGY 02-Aug-06 | 10 INA,
WNTRASOFT | 03-Aug-D6 B 2
BPCL 21-Aug-06 1 NA,
MEM
—RACTOR 24-Aug-06 2 NA&




Dist

Campus

Company Date Total | Cmpn 3 Salary (In
Lakhs)
| TELCON 25-Aug-08 1 A MA | NA | NA 1 NA B0% 4

PATNI 30-Aug-06 0 0 o 0 0 1] 0 58% 22
31-Aug.-
DIREM 06 3 NA 2 NA ] 0 1 All Clear 3
Sfipend
TGE 23-Oct-06 4 NA MNA | NA 2 2 o 55% '

p-m
SATYAM 26-Sep-06 1 1 2.5
GAMMON 06-Oct-08 g g 55% 1.8
IcB
TECHNIMONT | 13-Oct-06 1 1 1.8
BENTLEY 08-Oct-06 2 1 1 0 2
KALPATARU | 10-Mov-06 | 2 NA NA | NA 2 NA NA 1.4
TERRAZZD 23-Jan-07 3 MA A, MNA 2 0 1 All Clear 54
INDORAMA 28-Jan-07 ] MA NA | NA 1 MA A 1.8
JMC
PROJECTS 20-Jan-07 3 NA NA | NA 3 0 MA | All Clear 1.5
PENINSULA | 26-Dec06 | 2 NA NA | NA 2 NA NA | All Clear e
Stipend
Rs.10.500
CLIQUE 05-Mar-07 5 NA NA | NA 5 NA NA | All Clear p.m.
Stipend
GHERZI Rs.11,500
EASTERN 06-Mar-07 3 MA, MA MA, 3 MA NA&- | All Clear p.m.
OBEROI 20-Feb-07 3 NA NA 1 NA NA
NM
ELECTRICAL | 28-Mar-07 2 NA NA | NA | NA NA 2
JOSTS 28-Mar-07 3 NA NA | NA | NA 2 1
DASTUR 16-Mar-07 3 NA NA | NA | NA 1 2
CHEMTEX 03-Feb-07 2 NA NA | NA | NA NA 2
BHARAT BlJLI | 16-Mar-07 2 NA NA | NA | NA 0 2
SAMEER 15-Feb-07 5 NA 3 NA | NA 1 1
PYRAMID 17Mar-07 4 NA NA | NA 2 1 1
icicl oo-Mar-07 | 3 | D 0 1 0 0 2

Mr. Vijay Gandhewar Mr. Harshad Joshi
Training & Placement Officer, Training & Placement Officer,
S.P.CE, S5.PIT.




AN INTERVIEW WITH THE TRAINING AND PLACEMENT CELL

ould be the job profile of Training and Placement Officer?

= S=cement officer should have good contacts with the industry. He should be thoroughly aware of the

w=ments of various industries, their scope and area of specialization, the offered job profiles and their
=nt procedures. A TPO has to approach these companies and convince them to conduct their recruitment

==on campus. There are various ways in which one can approach these companies, thatis, through phone calls,
letters, through personal visits. He also has to constantly keep himself abreast of the scenario, mainly
co-operation from his own alumn.

2t do the Training and Placement Coordinators do?

=ally the TPCs are a link between the students and the industry. They convey what the industry requires from
*=udenis and also what the students need in the industry. A TPC has to know what his class comprises of, what
%= demographic nature, what are their requirements, how many wish to join core companies or software
=nies, how many want to go in for further education. He has to guide them on issues regarding their choices
e resume. He has to inform them about the latest developments and be an active participant in the
s=ment office. A TPC is a communication link between the students on one hand and the TP office and the
on the other,

s the procedure followed by the TPO once a new placement year begins?

* eocedure can be divided into 2 parts. First part is data collection. It comprises knowing the status of the

== as to how many are above 60% aggregate and eligible, how many have cleared all semesters,

=ation of data, etc. The TPC is entrusted with this job. The second part involves the companies. We send

on letters to companies through mail; we decide the sequence in which the companies come into our college

suitment. Companies also approach the TPO, soitis basically a two way procedure, Looking at the trend now,
=v= put up all our profiles over the net.

describe the way in which the sequencing of companies is done?

this year, the strategy was to allow core engineering companies to recruit first because our experience tells
= even though students are interested in core engineering companies, they seftle for a software job since the
== companies come in first. Hardly anybody opts to wait for engineering companies, and engineering
=res need talent.

i=the role ofthe TPO in BE Projects?

s=nies like Infosys and TCS recruit a large number of students from our campus. However, they offer only a

of projects. They need to consider other aspects like in-house employee project allotments, as well as fair

aton of projects amongst other colleges under the Mumbai University. Thus, the TPO can play a nominal role

ng BE projects for'students. However companies do provide some in-plant training for one or two months.

s2es this, they are reluctant to give projects because Mumbai University reserves only one day for BE projects
= hardly suffices.

20 companies look forin an engineering graduate?

mesr is expected to have good analytical and reasoning skills. Again the human aspect also has to be
si=red —as to how well you gel with the people around. At the entry level they test your fundamental knowledge.

=wer, with the changing trends, itis not sufficient for one to be academically brilliant; he should also have
mi=rests, talents and an adaptive nature.




@

What was the response of companies regarding the earlier batch of students which were recruited by them

 —
o F—

The previous batches have done very well and that is why our brand name exists in the Industry and that advantag
gels passed on to the students who get below average academic scores.

Your take on the increasing digression from core engineering companies to software companies...
SPCE becoming a recruiting ground for software companies?

Out of 55, only 15 companies have placed mechanical students...
Buthasn'tthe figure only been rising?

Mo, in fact it has declined. Even if there are campus placements of software companies, most core students do
wish to appear for the interviews. For electrical students, the percentage of students appearing for core companie
is more than 50%. Electronics students rarely get any opportunities in the core companies, although they preig
core companies. Earlier there was a trend favouring software companies. Now, things are changing. Due’
competition, core companies are also paying handsome packages.

Isn't the effect of specialization in different branches dissolving somewhere? As in, are two students, o
of whom has graduated as an electronics engineer and the other as a computer engineer, at par?

It does matter, a lot, depending on the technologies involved. An engineer who has been trained in C and Java c2
be hired for programming by software companies. In case, the requirements of the company is are, say, wirel
networking experts, ETRX and EXTC engineers are more than happy to join up. Some software companies in
on hiring core engineers, as per their current requirements. Actually, for a software company, anybody with soun
logical reasoning, having a background of any core engineering field can be an added plus point.

What is the role of the alumni in training and placement?

The alumni have proved helpful in more than one ways. The alumni at times offer placement opportunities in the
firms. We have also organized lectures by the alumni on the current recruitment scenario in the industry. Recent
the alumni have also aided some students financially. Even the institution has benefited in the form of equipme

and monetary aid. But the alumni activities still have a long way to go.
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BHARTIYA VIDYA BHAVAN'S
SARDAR PATEL COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

The following are the prizes awarded to the students of this college for the year
2005-06.

5
KULPATI'S GOLD MEDAL
SR NAME OF THE CANDIDATE —‘ PRIZE AWARDED
NO.
1 5HRI KHARE YOGESH | For securing First Rank in First Attempt and Fir;t El;ss with Distinction in
PRAKASH | B.E. (CIVIL) Examination held in May 2008.

2  SHRIDHOLYE VINIT VILAS Fﬁr_securing First Rank in First Attempt and First Class with Distinction in
| B.E. (MECHANICAL) Examination held in May 2006

(8] =l D a= g _— -

5 M5 SAVALGE SHEETAL | For securing First Rank in First Attempt and First Class with Distinction in

NILOBA B.E. (ELECTRICAL) Examination held in May 2006

e

£  SHRIDAPTARDAR MOHIT For securing First Rank in First Attemmpt and First Class with Distinction in
. VIJAYKUMAR B.E. (ELECTRONICS) Examination held in May 2006
3] TiF
- S  MS. GALA HETAL RATILAL Far securing First Rank in First Attempt and First Class with Distinction in
d B.E. (COMPUTER) Examination held in May 2006

£  SHRI GHARAT ﬁw}w MOHAN | For securing First Rank in First Attempt and FiEi_CI-ass with Distinction in

| B.E. {I.T.) Examination held in May 2006

v KULPATI'S SILVER MEDAL
ts ' e —_—
SR NAME OF THE CANDIDATE PRIZE AWARDED
ND
1 SHRI. BHAGWAT MADHAV For securing Second Rank in First Attempt and First Class with
SUDHIR Distinction in B.E. (CIVIL) Examination held in May 2008,
2  SHRI, SEVAK BHAVESH For securing Second Rank in First Attempt and First Glass;rlrth
JAGDISH Distinction in B.E. (MECHANICAL) Examination held in May 2008
3  SHRI GUPTA PRAMODKUMAR - For securing Second Rank in First Aﬂempf and First Class with

AMARNATH | Distinction in B.E. (ELECTRICAL) Examination held in May 2008

4 SHRI GAONKAR ASHISH VIKAS | For securing Second Rank in First Attempt and First Class with
Distinction in B.E. (ELECTRONICS) Examinalion held in May 2006

S  MS. BULCHANDANI ANEESHA
SURESH

For securing second Rank in First Altempt and First Class with Distinction :
in B.E, (COMPUTER) Examination held in May 2006

& SHRI PANCHOLI HIMANSHU
PRAVIN

For securing Second Rank in First Attempt and First Class with
Distinction in B.E. (I.T.) Examination held in May 2006




iz

SR. NAME OF THE CANDIDATE PRIZE AWAHDED_
9 MS. KHANRA TIYASA KALYAN For securing highest marks in first attempt at FE. (ELECTRICAL)
2 SHRIMENON ROHIT ' For securing highest marks in first attempt at S.E. (ELECTRICAL)
3 | M5. AKSHATA VASANTHA For securing highest marlcs?ﬁrst attempt at T.E. (ELECTRICAL)
MADHAWA
4 | MS. SAVALGE SHEETAL NILOBA | For securing highest marks in first attempt at B.E. (ELECTRICAL)
SR. NMAME OF THE CANDIDATE PRIZE AWARDED
NO, '
Ll - LB T,
1 SHRI BHONG KIRAN LAXMAN | For securing highest marks amongst college students in the subject «
| "Building Design & Drawing” in T.E. (CIVIL) Sem. ¥ examination
i { i
SR. | NAME OF THE CANDIDATE  PRIZE AWARDED
NO. _
__‘I SHRI PATIL SACHIN MARUTI For standing first in the subject of *Design & Drawing of Concrets
Structures” in B.E. (CIVIL) Sem. Vil examination
SR. NAME OF THE CANDIDATE PRIZE AWARDED
NO.
1 SHRI. KHARE YOGESH Has been awarded Prof. R.N.Joshi prize for securing highest marks |
PRAKASH Sem. Vil and Sem. VIl (CIVIL) taken together
SR. | NAME OF THE _ PRIZE AWARDED
NO. | CANDIDATE
| SHRI. BAL ADITYA SHRIRAM  Has been awarded Dr. PRANLAL PATEL prize for securing highest
percentage of marks in F.E. (MECHANICAL) examination
2 SHRIL NAVALKAR SACHIN Has been awarded Dr, PRANLALA P';;TEL prize for securing highest
TEJWANT percentage of marks in S.E. (MECHANICAL) examination
3 | SHRI LAKHANI _ Has been awarded Dr. PRANLALA PATEL prize for securing highest

| KOMELABBAS percentage of marks in T.E. (MECHANICAL) examination




DisHA

SHRI JAYANTI SATYANARAYNA MEMORIAL PRIZE OF RS. 50/-

. =2 NAME OF THE CANDIDATE |

NO.

PRIZE AWARDED

SHRI BHONG KIRAN LAXMAN

For securing highest percentage of marks in the subject of
“STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS" Sem. V at the T.E. (CIVIL) examination

SHRI MARATHE MEMORIAL PRIZE OF RS. 500/-

I

== NAME OF THE CANDIDATE

PRIZE AWARDED

s SHRI, CHINTAKINDI SAIKRUPA

For sa-::ur"ir_lg_ highest percanlége of marks in the subject of "STRENGTH |

| OF MATERIALS" Sem. Il at the 5.E. (CIVIL) examination

2  SHRI NAVALKAR SACHIN
TEJWANT

| For securing highest ﬁermnmga of marks in the subject of “STRENGTH

OF MATERIAL" Sem. lll al the S.E. (MECHANICAL) examination

BENGAL ENGINEERING COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION (BOMBAY BRANCH)

TRUST SCHOLARSHIP OF RS. 2000/- EACH.

| SR NAME OF THE CANDIDATE |

NO.

PRIZE AWARDED

+  MS. JAGTAP JYOT| SUBHASH

For securing highest marks in first attempt at the T.E. (CIVIL)
Examination

~ 2 SHRI LAKHANI KOMELABBAS

INAYATILAL

(MEC H&NlCAL] Examination

2 MS. AKSHATA VASANTHA
MADHAVA

' For securing highest marks in first attempt at the T.E.
|(ELECTRICAL) Examination

% SHRISINGHVI VIKAS

MDIAN WATER WORK ASSOCIATION (BOMBAY CENTRE) CASH PRIZE OF RS.400/-

For securing_ri-i:cjrm_sf marks in first attembt at the T.E.
(ELECTRONICS) Examination

"

== NAME OF THE CANDIDATE
NO.

PRIZE AWARDED

+  SHRI KHARE YOGESH
PRAKASH

COMMUNICATION SKILL PRIZE AWARDED BY STRUCTURAL DEPARTMENT

| For securing highest marks in SUBJECT “Environmental

- Engineering” B.E. (CIVIL) Sem. Vil Examination

=R NAME OF THE CANDIDATE PRIZE AWARDED
NC

!  SHRI GUJARE SANKET SUBHASH For getting highest marks in C.S. subject




DR. G.A.MHASKAR & DR. B.M.JOSHI PRIZE OF RS. 130/-

SR | NAME OF THE CANDIDATE PRIZE AWARDED
1 | MS. SAVALGE SHEETAL NILOBA For securing 1" rank in B.E. (ELECTRICAL) Class.
2 | SHRI DAPTARDAR MOHIT For Eﬁﬂuﬁﬁé ;' rank in B.E. {ELECT&U‘F_“CS:I Class.
3| MS. GALA HETAL RATILAL For securing 1% rank in B.E. (COMPUTER) Class.
4 i SHRI GHARAT ANVAY MOHAN I For securing 1 “;nk in B.E. (L.T.) Class.

MERIT PRIZE OF RS. 100/- EACH (OR BOOKS WORTH THE AMOUNT) AWARDED BY THE

DEPARTMENT OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING TO THE STUDENTS OBTAINING THE FIR

CLASS AND GETTING HIGHEST NUMBERS OF MARKS IN ALL STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

SUBJRCTS TAKEN TOGETHER AT THE F.E. (CIVIL), S.E.(CIVIL), T.E. (CIVIL), B.E.(CIVI
EXAMINATION HELD IN THE YEAR 2005- 06.

SR. NAME ! EXAMINATION
NO. |
1 MS. NADKARNI NIKHILA MUKUND FE. (CIVIL)
2 | SHRI.ZAGADE TUSHAR PARASHURAM SE (CIVIL)
3 | MS. BHONG KIRAN LAXMAN TE. (CIVIL)
4 | SHRI. KHARE YOGESH PRAKASH . BE. (CIVIL) i

MERIT PRIZE ON THE BASIS OF MERIT IN THE PRECEDING EXAMINATION
HELD IN MAY — JUNE 2006

NAME OF THE STUDENTS

F.E. CLASS (SPCE)

KHANRA TIYASA KALYAN
BAL ADITYA SHRIRAM
KADAM SUDIN RAJARAM

LA |~

S.E. (CIVIL)

SRINIDHI BALASUBRAMANIAN
PANJWANI PANKAJ DIWAN 2
SHAH JANVI PANKAJ

G | | =

S.E. (MECHANICAL)

NAVALKAR SACHIN TEJWANT
KANSE DEEPAK DASHRATH
JOSHI SOHAM SURESH

Lo




S.E. (ELECTRICAL)

MENGN ROHIT UMESHCHANDRAN

GOGTE OMKAR RAM

G | By =2

AJGAONKAR SANDEEP ARUN

L3 [ | ==

T.E. (CIVIL)

b

JAGTAP JYOTI SUBHASH

JAIN KUSHAL RAMESHKUMAR

BHONG KIRAN LAXMAN

L3P =k

T.E. (MECHANICAL)

LAKHANI KOMELABBAS INAYATILAL

—

GHURYE AMEYA VASUDED

L]

HASE MAHESH PANDHARIMATH

TE. (ELECTRICAL)

=i

AKSHATA VASANTHA MADHAVA

CHAKRABORTY SANGHITA MIHIR

BANERJEE DIPANWITA PRITHWISH

B.E. (CIVIL)

KHARE YOGESH PRAKASH

BHAGWAT MADHAV SUDHIR

L3 ha|—

RANA TEJSINGH AMARSINGH

L haf—

B.E. (MECHANICAL)

DHOLYE VINIT VILAS

SEVAK BHAVESH JAGDISH

Lol |l | =2

BHAT BHALCHANDRA GANESH

L3 b=

B.E. (ELECTRICAL)

SAVALGE SHEETAL NILOEA

GUPTA PRAMODKUMAR AMARNATH

1
2
3

DANI ANKUR SURSH

1
2
3

MERIT PRIZE ON THE BASIS OF MERIT IN THE PRECEDING EXAMINATION

HELD IN MAY — JUNE 2006.

SR.NO. NAME OF THE STUDENTS RANK
F.E.CLASS (S.P.L.T.)
1 SAMANT MANDAR ANILKUMAR _ (L.T.) 1
2 SAWANT GAURAV SURESH (E&T) 2
3 RAD VENKATESH NAGARAJ (ELECTRONICS) 3
3 CHITALIA HARSHIT NARESH (E&T) 3
3 ROY AMRITA ARABINDA (COMPUTER} 3

DiSHA




S.E. (ELECTRONICS)

=

MANSATA OMKAR MADHUSUDAN

IYER SRINATH GANESH

L3 d ==

HINGARH VIRAL PRAVIN

S.E. (COMPUTER)

HITAWALA ABBAS BURHANUDDIN

MAJUMDAR MONISHA DEB

RAO SHIVASHARANA SATISH

Cad | B | T =2

ok | NG | =2

SHETTY NEHA KARUNA

S.E. (INFORMATION TECHOLOGY)

ek

SRIVASTAVA DIVYA RAKESH

IDNANI AVINASH PRAKASH

TIWARI ROHAN GIRISH

L3 | |-

T.E. (ELECTRONICS)

SINGHVI VIKAS LAKHPATRAJ

PATWARDHAN MUGDHA VASANT

L Baf—

G| ko=

BHATT SEHUL SUDHIRBHAI

T.E. (COMPUTER)

—5

HOLEY AMIT SUDHIR

==

B. ASHA

ANUFRIYA

T.E. (INFORMATION TECHOLOGY)

CHAUHAN BHAVESH DILIPBHAI

BHATT MANAN DARSHAN

PARDESHI RACHNA RAJENDRA

B.E. (ELECTRONICS)

DAPTARDAR MOHIT VIAYKUMAR

GAONKAR ASHISH VIKAS

GUPTA SAHIL ASHOK

B.E. (COMPUTER)

GALA HETAL RATILAL

BULCHANDANI ANEESHA SURESH

SHINDE GAGAN BHASKAR

G| b=

B.E. (INFORMATION TECHOLOGY)

GHARAT ANVAY MOHAN

(%] %1 RS

PANCHOLI HIMANSHU PRAVIN

LI|ha|=—

THAKKER NIMIT KARSANDAS
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Dr. S. Y. Mhaiskar Dr. (Mrs.) P. P.Wamekar
Principal, SPCE Principal, SPIT

Dr. A. V. Bhonsale Dr. B. N. Pandya
HOD, Mechanical Vice Principal, SPCE,
HOD, Structural

=mf S.T. Gandhe  Dr. (Mrs.) P. N. Gharpure Prof. K. T. Talele Prof. D. D. Ambavade
=00, Electronics HOD, Computers HOD, I. T. HOD, Electronics and
Telecommunications
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Writing an editorial, there's only one sentiment running through your mind -
There's a lot you want to say butyou aren't too sure if anybody really cares.

That said. this editorial isn't exactly too ‘editorial'ish, if you understand what we
mean. Ifyou don't believe this, you mightwantto read the previous line again.

The one underlying theme throughout this editorial is that we're trying to be truthful.

The magazine you're holding is called Disha and it's your college magazine.
Traditionally, Disha tries to be everything, everything it's literal translation
'direction’ could imply in student life.

But this year, we failed to do anything of that sort and aren'twe glad for that!

So we decided that perhaps, today, we and those around us are so obsessed with
finding direction in life and giving a meaning to all we do that we'll not do just that
very thing.

So, if you notice all that Disha tries to do is to entertain you!

Now, there are people we'd like 1o thank and then there are some we're going to
thank. Mrs. Madhavi Gokhale and LL. Mrs. Shyamlee Solanki showed us a lot of
support which we probably couldn't have done without. All those who sent in
contributions for the magazine (articles, poems, jokes, rip-offs notwithstanding),
this magazine would've been a lot thinner without you. And a special mention for
the sheer creativity and ingenuity thatour students have shown.

Before you decide that this is too much for you to read all at one go we'd like to
mention one thing that's been atthe back of our minds for too long now. We'll say it
likeitis—

“| ike some other things, we've now got too many magazines!”

We're not saying that Disha is the sole magazine that should continue to exist but
what we're saying is thatall we're doing is just dividing all we've got.

We've had a most amazing time while making Disha 'Disha’. But that's not the
reason why we wanted to become editors.

Eorthe love of the written word. ...

- Editorial Team




it's a chilly night in Central Park, Manhattan,
Sw=ryone is waiting eagerly for the spectacle they
=ure lo see.. Amidst the stunning moonlight, a
==d flares go up in sky and the sound of the
=2 chords of 'In the Flesh' is only malched by the
“oris of the crowd. Yes, a Pink Floyd concert, it is!
= decent crowd, Sanjay thinks and passes a
ne glance at Nick. But just as he is about to
==nce the solo, something like a million clocks

cwming together... Hey Roger, wrong song!
¥ Séop!

...And Sanjay woke up. The clocks were still
2. and he smiled as he switched off his cell
=larm. Casually glancing at his guitar hanging
%= opposite wall, he spent a moment pondering
% dream. It was only a fantasy... "Breakfast!”
=nded a voice, which he was only too glad to
= Mama loves her baby... A nonchalant glance at
=oming newspaper brought back the realization
twas a weekend. Rest, atlast! Sanjay sometimes
s==d why the BPO (well, they were supposed to
¥ 5= Technical Resource Centre) gave them the
oF the job was pretty simple and pay was
s=nual. Basically, all that the 20 odd engineering
L=tes sitting in a crowded office in Dadar did was
& Smericans to operate PCs.

The atmosphere at the breakfast table was
=rse from the previous night's squabble. Rajiv
b=t passed his SSC Exams.

ok thal you can earn a living by making Ad films?
=t Why can't you be more like your brother?”

We aren't the same person, you know! And lam
g=resied nitl”

The older voice had won the battle, and
nee=d Sanjay that he was to pick up the admission
o 5= brother from Mithibai College that day.

% was drizzling when Sanjay stepped into the
= moming, and was lucky enough to get a seat.
= Te usual morning chaos, the bus started its
=d journey. Casually glancing at his fellow

=75, he spotted a father-san duo sitting on the
20 years had gone by and he still felt a trace
% whenever he saw something like this. Thank
% Pods, thought Sanjay, and put on the
meones. A snapshat in the family album. . .Daddy

-

On Route Bus 84

- Yash Joshi
TE Mechanical

what else did you leave behind forme?

As the bus crossed Prabhadevi, the boy,
looking out of the window, asked his dad, "Why is there
such a rush there?". "Well, son, that's because it's a
temple”. “But Dad, why do people come here and not
to the temple near our house?". "It's called faith...”
Sanjay grinned... Just Another Brick in the Wall ..
“What is faith, Dad?", the boy persisted. "Faith is
something you believe that makes you strong and
fearless. Maybe someday you'll know what | mean. ..
but have faith in yourself, son... More than anything
else..." Easy said... thought Sanjay, and the bus rolled
on.

The olfactory displeasure and the conductor
reminded the passengers “Mahim!” Just then
someone remarked, “Wasn't this the same place
where the sea waler lumed sweel?” “Ya... God's
grace!" came the answer. .. Got to keep the loonies on
the path... Herd mentality, actually... thought Sanjay.

The wind suddenly picked up pace as they
crossed into the suburbs, Sanjay had a weird feeling of
nostalgia as they reached Bandra. Home... home
again... like to be here when [ can... Afterall, this was
where he had spent 6 years of his "academic life”. His
Jjunier college, engineering college, the coffee shop
where he had spent half of his time, and Zenzi, the rock
pub where he had spent the other half... the place
where he had played his first gig! Prodigy... peopie
had remarked. | should have taken music sericusly, he
thought to himself (for the millionth time, he recounted),
and fiddled with the |-Pod. But one can't sustain
oneselfbeingaguitarist... its fine as a hobby... Momis
so pragmatic...

“Khar Teshan!" cried the conductor as the bus
screached to a halt. A young couple stepped into the
bus, The guy led the girl to a vacant bench next to
Sanjay's and chivalrously offered her the window seat.
Moments later, Sanjay started hearing things like
*Wulpine-Wastrel-\Wheedle-Xenophobia-Zephyr~ and
looked over curiously at the couple. “GRE?™ asked
Sanjay with a knowing grin and they responded with a
wry smile. ... How | Wish ... How | Wish You Were
Here... Wherever is she now? ... Sanjay mused about
his childhood sweethearl, who had chased her
dreams where the Grass was Greener... Maybe
somewhere near where his dream (literally!) had
been?

= =n't always what you see when you're asleep, Sometimes, it's what doesn't

===0 until it's realized - Anonymous
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The skies had opened up a bit and the sun had
beautifully silver lined the grey clouds. Just then,
Sanjay's cell phone buzzed... An SMS... from office. ...
“COME IMMEDIATELY. WEEKEND LEAVE
CANCELLED.” Justgreat, he thought...

*Hey Dad, why are some newspapers brown
and others white?" remarked the inquisitive child who
had just spotted someone reading an Economic Times.
“It's just because the white ones are normal ones and
the brown ones are the finan... umm.... money ones...”
said Dad. "But Dad, is money that important?”
“Sometimes. son...”

Money... it's a hit... Was money really that
important, thought Sanjay... Frankly, that's the only
factor which keeps me em ployed, isn'tit!

Justthen, an airplane flew above them... "Dad,
| want to be a pilot when | grow up!". "Of course, son...."
What's so great about becoming a pilol, anyway?
_..thought Sanjay (who had also once dreamed of
becaming one).

Or is flying simply a metaphor of all our
dreams coming true? The child is grown... the dream
is gone... But why dream, anyway? |f at some point,
they are going o surrender to the bitterness of reality?
Realities of monthly wages and a comfort zone? [ have
become comfortably numb... Sanjay still fiddled
around with the |-Pod.... My I-Pod, he thought, bought
with ‘my’ own money... | need this job... | don't even

What's the world's greatestlie g

It's this: that at a certain point in our lives, we lose control of wh
happening to us, and our lives become controlled by fate.

know whether | can form a band any more... hay!
am too old for it... Come on, have | lost all faith
myself? Well, maybe we are all lunatics afterall... |
that we are afraid of different things in life... Face it
hate my job! Wouldn't | be betier off making mu

instead!

Amidst the chaos, someone yelled “Mithi
and Sanjay hurried to the front exit, As he approa
the college, he saw three queues where forms W
being distributed, one gach for Arts, Science
Commerce. ...at least | can save someone's dre
thought Sanjay and join edthe smallestone.

A confounded mind stepped into
southward bound bus. Just as the condu
approached him, Sanjay's cell phone buzzed agal
“Office Calling"... Sanjay smiled and pressed the
button ... “Ek Bandra Linking Road".....

... the moment had arrived... far killing
past and coming back to life!

And the sun shone brightly in the late sum
skies...

_Paulo Coelho

= — = = __#

#—— — ——
Life does not cease to be funny when people die any more than it ceases to b=
serious when people laugh - George Bernard Shaw
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w= =hare a joke with you: it's funny, yet profound in
way....

+ was sitting glum, when his friend called on him
ed to alleviate Kabir's troubles by asking him
== matter was. Kabir said that his maternal
= =xpired last month, leaving Kabir an eslate
= = crore. At this, his friend said that for the
—-arian uncle, death was imminent. Besides
nas much to cheer about, considering the

=n said that in the week gone by, his neighbour
== leaving Kabir as his sole inheritor, and saying
¥=hir started sobbing. His friend, bewildered,
s=-=d out aloud what the problem was, as the
~cur was fighting a long drawn battle against a
S==ase moreover Kabir again had something to
~ful for. At this, Kabir let open the floodgates
=0t (Don't worry guys, this is not a PJ!), saying
== centurion great grandfather expired the day
yesterday, leaving behind the family jewellery
“aor This angered his friend (and by now you
. too) who yelled saying that there was nothing
p == rzally upset about a hundred plus aged,
senior citizen departing for the heavens,
\na Kabir richer by another couple of grands!

q the

“=n said, between sobs, that he wasn't upset

of these people had expired, but that now he
save any more rich relatives alive who could
=amething behind for him...

really is no end to our wants and desires, is
= Afier all, greed is one of those Seven Deadly
wou are warned about! |t begins as soon as we
=0 being (chocolates and status symbols) and
=== till the twilight of our lives, when we even
“=als with God (1 do this pilgrimage/charity and
swe me that place in Heaven)!

hat's

suiding principle is-"When | get that | will be
| ike, some of us want a visa for the States and
we get that, we aren't really happy. Attaching
smportance to some unforeseen event in the
= we plod on...Satisfaction (not to be confused
“=nq laid back) with life remains elusive for most

The Pursuit of Happiness

- Bhavna K
BE Computers

For those of us with jobs, we just dream of the day we
get a green card. That realized, it dawns on us that
india is where all the development is happening, and
truly we miss mom's tic. and sister's bickering. Wethen
want to return...to be, or not to be? Ah, the dilemma of
those Non-Returning Indians!

And some of us believe, “Whoever said that happiness
can't be bought, looked in the wrong shops!” Flitting
from one gadget/apparel/vehicle... (you get the idea),
we sway, hoping to get that thing which gives us the
ultimate high, or what we perceive to be, happiness.

Whatthen, is happiness?

| read somewhere that according to the Bible, The
Kingdom of Heaven is withinus'.... Itisn't really easy for
us to realize this truth though. Some of us crave
recognition and plaudits from our seniors/ lovers/
peers, so much so that we start doing all you can to
please them and when we achieve these, we are on
cloud nine. But one reprimand from them and we're
down in the dumps. This is what happens when we
start depending on others for our happiness.

There was this drunkard lying intoxicated in the middle
of the road, when his friend came by, and to get the
drunk home (and also to have some fun), joked that
the drunk's wife had become a widow and that the
drunk should go home and console her. The drunk
panicked and started lamenting over how his wife
could think of becoming a widow when he was very
much alive! (The joke is sort of sublle here, my
friend...don't worry, the tube light will glow, ultim ately!)

Half our sorrows, like the drunkard's are baseless and
simply a magnification of trivial issues by our
hyperactive imagination. The key to the lock of our
happiness lies with us and us alone.

NOTE to reader:

For those of my reader friends who found the title
misleading and felt that this should have been the
movie review of 'The Pursuit of HappY(!jness', take
light (meaning chill}, guys...... who in their right
minds would review a Will Smith starrer—it's
guaranteed to rock! (save for 'Wild Wild West',
though...}

1 be

nous

e ===

wou re happy and you know it and you really want to show it; clap your hands

DisSHA




The Life of an FE

Phew! The CET is finally over. Months of 'hardship’
and 'struggle’ have finally come to an end. Most of us
have got into the college of our choice, some, the
stream of our choice and some both. Our parents are
only too proud of the fact that their 'beta’ or 'bet’ is
becoming an engineer. Of course, in their minds
they've already given us the B.E degree and imagined
us getting into a plane and zeoming off to do an MS.
Oh...and they're also done imagining the dollars that
we are going to earn after doing our post graduate
course. And the anly way I'm going be able to finish this
article is if | stop talking about our illustrious parents.
SoI'mgoing to do just that.

Coming back to FE, where life is far too complex (I'm
only hoping that my good readers comprehend the
sarcasm) in comparison to those B.E's who we are
apparently supposed to look up to. The first day of
Engineering College is always very exciting and
something worth looking forward to. It's an entirely
new atmosphere. You enter the college and you see
these certain groups of people who only talk technical
mumbo jumbo (at first you are completely fascinated
and inspired by their devotion to engineering...later
you realise they're just talking CRAP!). You enter the
new classroom, the FE classroom, and see new faces
around you, faces you're probably going to look at for
the next four years of your life. Every class is divided
into two main sections. The first and the most easily
noticeable is the '70 plus section'. These are the
academic achievers. They are the best of the best of
the best. The other section is the local hep group. Now
this iz a very interesting theory | formulated after
entering college. The hep group acts much like a local
variable to a function in C++, In the same way that a
local variable is valid only within its parent function, our
hapgmupisa'hep'grouponlywithinmabnundariesnf
the class. It's very difficult to describe the
functionalities of a hep group. You have to see it for
yourselfto believe it.

Then come the seniors! Now, the seniors are a very
interesting breed of potential engineers. No, they don't
rag us. They tell us stories of glory and adventure of
the time when they were in FE, the time when they took
part and volunteered for all those upecoming festivals
and still managed to get a brilliant first class. One
thing's for sure-The seniors just love themselves.
But you know what...they love us FE's too! That's
hecause we are the only ones patient encugh to

listen to all that they have to say, because we

- Ashwin Thombre
FE Mechanical

think we are making good senior contacts by doing
we can to please them. Also, we experience our
ever Engineering tech fest-Nirmaan. Some of
volunteer for it in the hope of having a really fancy
atthe end of 4 years.

but only until the semester | exam dates blow in
faces like an egg splattering on a frying pan. This is
time when we start running around, first for the pnr1
and then for the text books. We take down &
numbers of all those pre-decided toppers of 1
class/the people we copy assignments from#
people sitting on the first bench. ..ok I'll stap now. |
open the text hooks and the enormity of the pord
sinks in. You can only guess what we do next. We
decide what we are not going to do and leave all 3
out. The ‘symphony of destruction’ begins 1o plas
our heads (no not that Megadeth song) every time?
words Mechanics, BEE or KT are mentioned, and
it's scary. In all this, the seniors smirk away *
immense satisfaction (something they are very &
at) and submissions begin. Life couldn't get any bes
couldit?

The truth is, we FE's just keep thinking about the ful?

The bottom-line is that Engineering suddenly star
seem like one Herculean task, but the seniors are
Its one hell of an experience. I'm in the 2 sems
and | already have some crazy stories to tell &3
semester |0 The point is, we average potes
engineers know for a fact that last minute study =
something we should be following as a mantra, jus
the sake of clearing every semester. Butit's like &
built function, or so it seems to be at least in FE, =
just ends up happening towards the end. I'm not &
to make this into one big morality tale, I'm just S&
some facts that I've come to terms with during FE-

The 1% year will soon be done with, and a new CS
will begin. We'll be among the all too familiar facs
entering the classroom and the MAD (referring &=
Mutually Assured Destruction) circle of fests,
assignments, submissions and exam dates will
begin once again,

— — e

= —
Mamma always said life was like a box of chocolates ... you never know what
you're gonna get - Forrest Gump




ning =x focks on my door alf in a row. When I goout, |

ur firs =v=y other one. | figure no matter how long
of LS ssody stands there picking the locks, they are

cy w= ocking three.

- Elayne Boosler

Soke yet so brilliant isn't it? That essentially
w=s what | have learnt in four years of

s fture

'in o

sis the ==rng. Confused? You thought you were here to
portios =bout microprocessors, IC engines and
wn the =ors7777 Think again buddy, our syllabus, our

== siructure, the entire system
t=ach anything of that sort!

of the
om/ths
W, Ve
portios
Ne firs

wou e thinking what the hell -Q‘S&_'t

= coing here now! Believe me

all of ==n '=am things here in four
play | ==t you won't learn all your
me the = me take you on a journey

=! you just how you can
mize your college education!

1d W
1y WIE
y Qoo
 belies =—ember the day | came here.
= =spent a month in Father
! realized the true worth of
=2 place like SPCE.
&=y in college | learnt Lesson
% - Always be dressed as per

tarts =
2 right
mesie

| abae s==sion. Trust me, you will get
stentis 2 ¥ you wear sleeveless -
y is ne o shorts to college! Just like

Sressing plays an important

justfo ;
= college. Conservative

2 an i
- and == during vivas and
t tryi s=ons do help increasing marks by 13.7%.

=~ there was an exception when | got placed

stati
= —rosoftwearing a party shirt.

ane “=y= into college life | learnt Lesson no 2:- There
=xists a place where two fully grown men with
==oatites can eal till they can't walk. That too for
%= For those who have been on Mars since
r=d college, this place is called Shetty's Corner.

1ces
| to

s=-ond semester | learnt another lesson which is
=y the truth of life Lesson no 3:- Mo matter how
* wou do, its never enough. This lesson | learnt the
w=y through my drawing submissions. | think 17
w=cns and 2 hours it took for the Prof. to give me
\ww=st grade possible. | decided then and there
== it's never gonna be enough anyways, lets

The TEN Commandments

- Anirban D Das
BE Computers

stick to doing the bare minimum.

In my fourth semester | was introduced to the
interesting concept of vivas. While they are supposed
to assess a student's understanding of concepts, | feel
it's just a sick way for teachers of obsolete colleges to
derive sadistic pleasure by making students feel dumb.
Although | did learn that tackling vivas is just like
tackling all other problems of life.

Lesson no 4:- It's not about how much you know it's
about how much you can convince someone you Know.

Mow another interesting

EN COMMANDMEN?‘J‘ concept unigue to

engineering is the PL or
preparatory leave where
700 page books are
studied in 7 hours and
sleep is a luxury at best
But | believe this period of
10-12 days teaches us the
most important lesson of
lifer Lesson no 35:-
Prioritize!

You can't do everything
neitherin life and definitely
not for semester exams so
just prepare for what
happened in the past
(University papers). After
all, history always repeais
itself.

Another thing unique to our
glorious college is SPACE and indeed the elections
that precede it. It is exactly like the ones which happen
on the national stage. Backstabbing, alliances, BEs
threatening FEs, rule changes at the last minute, it's
got everything!

Lesson no 6:- People desperate to get positions of
power seldom do anything notable once they have it
I think what I've said is pretty self explanatory

Bul | must admit SPACE and indeed the effort that
goes into it is something everyone must experience.
Unpredictable to say the least! Sponsors who promise
2 .5 lakh have been known to pull out, the working crew
has been known to go on strike days before the event,
rich people have been known to
ask for measly amounts as commission for

getting sponsors and yes, pecple have lost

w=re the best days of my life - Bryan Adams

—_—

XpmOo mw

-;___?




i

their own money!

That brings us to Lesson no 7:- Never lend money
unless you are guaranteed to get it back.

Everyone who reads this article must, absolutely must
keep lesson no. 7 in mind especially when working for
ihe numerous fests we have.

That is what has happened actually. For some reason
we have way too many festivals happening in college -
some good, some bad and some just give free prize
money to anyone who is interested enough to bunk an
odd lecture to participate

Lesson no 8:- Too many cooks spoil the broth.

Please take note Comps, Tronix, IT and Extc do not
start new departmental fests!!!!1H!

After the jingbang of college festivals, comes
p!acamenthREu'CﬁT sgason when people actually
get serious for a change. Now something peculiar to
placements at SP is that no matter what you do,
Infosys or TCS ar in most cases both will recruit you!
So juniors warried about getting a job, take it easy and
just keep up that 60 aggrepate. GRE taught me that
you cannot study evarything the way you study for
semester exams! Tried mugging up wards but that just
doesn't work! Luckily discovered this great book calied
Norman Lewis which actually breaks up waords into
roots and Voila! | cruised toa 1550 1in the GRE.

Now CAT is a different ball game altogether, you can
study all the books you want, 1a ke all the mock tests
you want and join as many classes as you want but the
CAT shall always throw up a surprise as | discoveredto
my horror and all of it hinges on what you do in those 2
and a half hours. You must be wondering where lessan
no 9is and its something lots of people have asked me
“Should | do CAT or GRE?" “Should | ta ke a job or
study further?"

Lesson no 9:- When you have options and have to
make a choice, choose 'all of the above'l

Phantom faces at the window
Phantom shadows on the floor
Empty chairs at empty tables
Where my friends will meet no more

#—_ - — = -
And now Harry, let us step into the night and pursue that flighty temptress, 25

We study in one of the best institutions in the cous
and we have a luxury of almost 100% placements s
you can't decide just take both the CAT/GRE and of
axams as well and decide when it's absolutely sure
the rightdecision.

Finally let's look at something which we have to &
every semester and everyday of our engineering |i
\Work is the most politically correct word | can USS
describe assignments, attendance, lectu
practicals, tests, vivas and exams. How do you (82
all ofthis?

Lesson no 10:- Chill till there is just enough time o
things done and slog like a dog when the heat is
Now | sense raised eyebrows as people read this
my logic is simple, when we work withoul pressurs
us our efficiency is less but when you risk flunkis
test believe me you will perform miracles you
thought possible!

So there you have it, ten commandments which
can use throughout your life and they're all taug’
the very system which we abuse day after day.
might be able to learn C programming in 2 dais
Stanford or management techniques at Harvart
none of these schools will teach you how 1o G2
robbers by locking alternale locks! That's why |
“When it comes to learning how to live life there
place tolearn like SPCEI

- Les Miserables

- Albus D
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to face sseryone's relief, the bell rang. The two hour long
glives = got over. Everyone was happy. The bell
Use t a=d the end of the drudgery of writing the history
tures = =5 also the end of the final semester exams.
| tackis 2= around me were busy making plans.....to go
#c ENJOYYYI! And standing in one corner of
rssom was me, still brooding over the
2= _checking whether any word, any line had gone

e 10 ge
g Whether the freedom fighter was born or he

Liso

his b one on that date, whether my SHORT NOTES
\ire o “=a short whether | had answered the ANSWER
Tking SSUEF too briefly and blah blah blah...Once | was

=d with the way | had written the paper, | packed
% =7 and started walking out of the class. Unlike
= | had no plans whatsoever. | just wanted to go
% some, put away my bag, tell my mother how my
= was, and share that slab of chocolate that |

1 NEve

ich

ught &

a,?,;_ Yo = Suy on my way back home with my two younger
jays @ == =nd then finally go back to the small room of
ard b where lay all my books my pens and pencils, my

== the empty teacups and the crumpled biscuit
=ocolate wrappers and the small bed of mine
s soft toys and my small little cupboard with
=wror. That was my world, that is and that will
e to be my BIG small world.

1 ou

y | saf
re's

seotrusive student from the very beginning, | was
= nerdish gil who was least bothered about
g going on around her. Most people often
&% %o ignore this harmless creature who was
worth 2 second glance. There were others who
8 me as a bumpkin who could do nothing but
Even today I'm perceived as a snob who has no
=ous words to mouth. Butis it so necessary to talk,
= to hang around? s it so important to be
== large groups of people and say things that
= =varyone around so that they don't term you as
B PERSOMN?

| am an introvert. | cannot strike a chord with
s=o= | meet nor can | go on jabbering with people |
wnow. But why can't! be that way?7?7

w=t of Extraversion-Introversion is a central
s==on of human personality. Extraverts
=5 called "extroverts") are gregarious,
“we. and generally seek out excitement.
==s in confrast, are more reserved, less
2 and less sociable. They are not necessarily
= butthey tend to have smaller circles of friends,

Right to Stand Alone

-Sneha Hegde
SE Electronics

and are less likely to thrive on making new social
contacts. Introversion is when the direction of psychic
energy flow is inwards, towards internal experiences
such as thinking, remembering and imagining. This
leads to quiet, low-key, deliberate behaviour and the
introvert tends to be relatively non-engaged in social
situations. They take pleasure in solitary activities
such as reading, writing, watching movies, inventing,
and designing. An introverted person is likely to enjoy
time spent alone and find less reward in time spent
with large groups of people, although they frequently
enjoy one-to-one or one-to-few interactions with close
friends.

Carl Jung, the originator of 'psychological typology'
roted that different psychological types perceive the
world and make decisions in different ways.
“Extroverts dominate public life". Jonathan Rauch
wrote in a 2003 Atlantic Monthly article "Look at Bill
Clinton, he seems to come fully alive with people
around”. The introvert's motto is -l am okay, you're
okay - in small doses”. His personal recharging
farmula, Rauch wrole, is "roughly two hours alone for
every hour of socializing”. However, some books like
Malcolm Godwin's “Who are you? 101 ways of seeing
yourseli” paints  introverls as ‘“overcritical”
Jpessimistic” , and "anxious” and describes them as
feeling ‘unaccepted”, “unaccepiable” or "simply
inferior”. Jung cautioned that people tend to value their
own psychological type the most. Extroverts in
particular have trouble acknowledging the opposite
tendencies- “You can't be an introvert. You have lots of
friends’, That's what many extroverts are guoted
saying.

Itis a universally acknowledged truth(7?) that extroverts
and success mostly go together. So the pressure to
“‘go out and meet people- for the children, being
dragged from one special class to other - is rife. Butthe
bottom line remains, that for millions of introverts, time
spent to recharge is essential for mental well-being
and it must be insisted upon. If people have got a nght
to speak, right to express don't you think they have 2
RIGHT TQ STAND ALONE too?

S
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ot be lonely if you like the person you're alone with - Dr. Wayne W. Dyer
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The sound of water dripping from the raof awakens me.
| check my silicoglass watch. [tclearly shows 3:45 A.M.
The watches now-a-days are made from silicoglass.
That's a special type of glass designed to sustain the
very high temperatures, an effect of global warming.
Sweat pours down my face. The heat resistant cooling
suit I'm wearing seems 10 be malfunctioning a bit. You
must be wondering - silicoglass watches, heat
resistant suits -what's goingon? IU's the year 5080 A.0.
and the temperatures here are as high
as 80 degree Celsius. As if that's not
enough already, rainfalls,
hailstorms occur with irreguiar
frequency and with such a force, e
that they can demalish an entire Vot
concrete slab.

Unable to sleep, | throw my

metal clad, velvet blankels

away. As | step into the living

room, the lights turn on
automatically, as sensed by an

infrared sensor. | search for my

mobile TV. and find it in the C 7
pocket of my jeans. | scan for

the news channel and am
dismayed to find that the situation in North
Carolina is degrading all the more rapidly. Already,
Greenland, Siberia, and half of Europe along with
many small countries were submerged. The green
house effect seemed to work at an alarming rate. The
polar ice that had started melting some 40 odd years
ago seem fo engulf entire Europe and half of America.
Currently, rescue operations were being carried on in
North Carolina, where the Atlantic ccean was rapidly
invading the terrestrial empire of human beings.

o
.

| decide to get back to work. As most of the other
scientists, | was also forced to do research on saving
Mother Earth from the clutches of nature. An
insurmountable task yet it had to be performed....our
lives were at stake. As | turn on my laptop, | find 488
hours remaining. Yes.. 488 hours(!!!) that's all we had.
The laptop- a super computer working at 10M7 GHz
was specially desig ned to predict the time required for
the water bodies o inu ndate the lands completely. The
continuous inflow of the water melted by polar ice
coupled with the torrential never ending rainfall
clearly demonstrated that the situation was very

grim.
North Carglina had 10 be rescued within four

HL_ . B —— L
Don't worry about the waorld coming to an end today. ltisa
Australia - Charles M. Schulz

The End of the World

e
g
. :'-1!
% (= | soon it's all going to be over...43
. '+ . 'l . r

- Varun Vora
BE Electronics

hours. Then the water will invade New York, where
am currently residing. Hell, | myself have very little ti
| turn my attention 1o the T.V. The Madagass
volcano in Africa had finally exploded. The satell
views of the bleak situation over South Africa We
being shown, Luckily....scientists from 11T, India, 18
predicted that the volcano would soon explode =
most of Africa was already rehabilitated. The volc=
was predicted to gxplode with such a force, that € 3

of Africa had to be avacuated. This was @

ordinary day of the year 5080.

Few days jater.....finally the D-g

YA arrives. | take a glance at the blos

P red sun through the five layers
= silicoglass windaws.

myself. | pack my suitcases, Slep =

1 in special heat resistant shoes =
my usual weather protecting S

" was ten minutes early. The spa
.3 craft was scheduled 10 leave at T
A, ... 150 minutes before the Wa
would explode.

| reach the MNew York Space Area...|
hundreds of people waiting nervously 10 board the
available space craft. An escori takes me inside
space craft and requests me to fasten my seal &
Spon | am zooming over troposphere at 18.000
The TV attached in the space craft shows images
world being destroyed. The last of human inhabiis
in the world, in New york are seen lo be rapidly fas
away. Alas, the world has ended!!! But there
something to cheer about...this was only my S&=
trip 1o moon.....where human inhabitation
prospered beautifully since 1ast 50 years!!!

Iready tomorrow in




Let us start with Rama's Vanavas. When
z=nakha tried to court Rama and Lakshmana,
=== of treating her with the respect she deserved,
sumiliated her, And then as punishment for
“wmg Sita, Lakshmana cut off her breasts, nose
==r= and Rama chose to

= other way. Had
ana (with the

=t approval of
.l e 2 been not so
ep ot : towards her,
5 and == would not
suit, =otured Sita.

space
3t 7.36
: worls

In order to
= support of N—
=, the 'brave’ a5
= killed Vali
Buch deceit-
£ behind the five
de the == Panchavali. ltisa
3t belts #=own fact that Rama
km/he t=xshmana had to undergo
ges o «= nardships to defeat Ravana and rescue Sita.
bitants we=n Sita excitedly approaches Rama to be
fading & with him, he tells her, in front of the Rakshasas,
e was == and others, that he fought the war only to
BCoNs = the dishonour inflicted on him and she was
1 has = 20 wherever she pleased. The Agnipareeksha,
2 then had to undergo to prove her purity and
s==ce, was one of the worst ordeals a woman
“=c o subject herself to. Rama's acceptance of
==r the Agnipareeksha shows that he needed
= frust his wife. Doesn't that remind you of the
=2 male protagonist in the countless Saas-Bahu
~ Dudn't Ravana treat Sita with more respect?

| findd
he las

Even after the Agniparesksha in which Sita
9=a as a wife conforming to the stringent quality
2= mposed by our grand Hindu culture, Rama
m== 3 pregnant Sita to the forest when he comes

2w that some of his subjects still doubther

I

maorality, the ideal son, the ideal husband, and above
all, the ideal king as suggested by Swami
Vivekananda? Or was he to quote Mallika Sarabhai's
Sita “the delicate prince who needed my support in
coping with life in the forest; the weak man who had to
gather an army to fight his battles; a
chauvinist who needed proof of

his wife's virtue; a king who

failed in his duty as a

husband...”

= A Yuga
=~ . passed by and it was
time for the longest
. drama ever - the epic of
**.. Mahabharata to be
.. played out. And in the
Dwapara Yuga when
Dharma walks on a
single leg, was born the
- 'most rightecus’ king to walk the
earth-Yudhishthira, the eldest of the
Pandavas, the only Pandava to gain entry to
the heavens in his earthly form (Wasn't that a
case of blatant favouritism by his dad Yamadbharma?).
But his actions prove otherwise- he comes across as
the most spineless and foolish king ever.

The benevolent Yudhishthira chose to keep
mum when his brother Arjuna humiliated Karna by
calling him a Sutaputra. Maybe being noble means
encouraging casteism. Yudhishthira is always
portrayed as a king devoid of |ust, greed and other
worldly desires. But he had no qualms about sharing
Draupadi whose hand was won by Arjuna alone.

When Yudhishthira received the invilation for
the game of dice, the Pandavas were leading a
prosperous life after the Rajasuyam of Yudhishthia.
As arighteous person, maybe it was his duty to sccept
the invitation of his elders buthe did nothave ioco a

e = sl
DRisHA
Maryaada Purushottams?
- Rohit Menon -.ﬁ:'-'-
TE Electrical )

,R

Maryaada Purushottam- the deal Man. Well, chastity. Was that an act of a king fulfiling his dutyor T

% ®at THE adjective used for the 7" incaration of  that of a king who was so weak that he failed to instill
= Wshnu- Sri Ramachandra? Then why the plural? the necessary trust amongst his subjects? Isn't it E

==ma was the ideal man of Treta Yuga, then ironical that the same Rama had a statue of Sitato &
mshthira was the epitorne of Dharma in the represent the Queen during the Ashwamedha L
===ra Yuga. But, do they deserve to be placed on ceremony? E
o = nigh pedestal? Were they really infallible? =
Was Rama the embodiment of truth, of 5

Seginning there was nothing and then the Lord said “Let there be light”, and then ' 11
== still nothing but now you could seeit - Douglas Adams
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Marnie McFly* and accept the evil Shakuni as his
opponent. If Yudhishthira was a 'Sthitaprainya’, then
why did he succumb to the temptation of continuing
the game of dice even though he was on & losing
streak? If he had the mindset of a Yogi, why was he so
desperate to win back his kingdom and riches that he
went on to wager himself, his brothers and eventually
his wife in the game of dice? Once yudhishthira
hecame a slave of the Kauravas he had lost all right to
put at stake, the lives of his brothers and of Draupadi.
How could Yudhishthira unilaterally wager Panchali-
the ‘'last remaining jewel' of the Pandavas, without
consulting  Panchali herself and her other four
husbands?

When Draupadi was humiliated by
Duhshasana in the royal court of Hastinapura
{Draupadivastraharan}. what was yudhishthira's
justification for not fulfilling his Dharma as 2 husband?
The Pandavas like 8 bunch of cowards did not raise a
finger when the entire drama was being played out.
Again during their thirteenth year of exile which was
spent under disguise in the court of King Virata,
udhishthira kept mum when Draupadi warned him of
Kichaka's intentions to molest him (It was Bhima who
killed Kichaka when he came to know aboutit.).

yudhishthira always used to justify his
cowardly actions by talking about Dharma and moral
conduct. But during the great Kurukshetra war, he
turned a blind eye when the Pandavas, atthe behest of
Lord Krishna, used unfair means to defeat many
warriars of the Kauravas. The most notable of them
was when yudhishthira, second only to Raa
Harishchandra in following the path of truth, uttered
the lie that Ashwatthama had died to Dronacharya so

that Dhristadyumna could kill the Guru when he W
meditating unarmed. pidn't Yudhishthira
conscience prick him when Kamna, Duryodha

Bhishma and Jayadrathawere killed through deceit?

yudhishthira was 2 double-faced hypo
who sought refuge in the lofty ideals of Dharma
moral conduct to justify his irrational and cowa
behaviour, a king who oscillated between being
Kshatriya and a Sage, an individual whose W
spoke louder than action... Amba was 2 Shikhand
birth in her reincamation; but Yudhishthira wa
Shikhandi by action.

it is an individual's choice as 10 whether he or &
<hould worship a particular God or any other mytne
figure. But once We start portraying them as the io8
human being for the masses to emulate, it is- 1N
imperative that we objectively analyze their ache
without any positive bias towards their so
divinity. Only then can Weé say that our myths 2
legends are @ rich source of morals and values Wi
would come handy in our lives. Otherwise they Wi
end up being just religious texts - instruments
manipulation in the hands of the fans
fundamentalists whose dearth we would never i
thanks to the various commu nal forces atwork.

* Marnie McFly is @ character in the ‘Back to the Future’ movie series who takes up the stupidest of challer

to prove that he isn’t ‘chicken’.

Answers to the Crossword

1. Cater 15. squiB

4. Armrest 17. Aftermath
7. Arc 19, Eve

8. Realm 20. annoy

9, Farce 21. Melee
11. Aim 23. ere

13. Avalanche 24 haggles
14. eXlist 25. reply

——-52'___: = — — m——
Myth is more potent than history - Robert Fulgham

1. caRNage 12. moiste
2. Tea 15. schem
3. Rampant 16. Brewe
4. Acquaintances 17. aBAS!
5. mafia 18. royal
6. theme 22. lap
10. reluse
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s=ow, sometimas, you watch these really tight
= maiches on television, the ones that go down to

ing & ==t ball, the ones that have you biting your nails
words ‘2u=d to your seat, and the ones that won't even |et
ndi b == ke a leak between overs for fear of missing a

Nas 2l = Well, though they're a feast for the couch
=== | bet all those with at least some degree of

s=le must have thanked their lucky stars that

ir shel = not actually sweating it out on the cricket field,
sihica == watching it from the safety and anonymity of
> jdez somes. Every action out there on the pitch is
. then === with the weight of a billion expectations, and
ctions cecision is taken under maddening pressure
called = so much acuity thatit's impossible to visualize
s and #w=s in that position.. like I've already mentioned,
which sowch is the safest place, even for the most

woult E=snUs critic,
s fol
natic

- face

= 5een one such cricket fanatic all my life, voicing
soinions even on the finest men to ever don the
s blues, and so maybe there was poetic justice
S=ctthat | found myselfin the middle of the crickel
and at the crux of a tight game, much like the
=  have seen on television. It was probably the
smportant game in the brief annals of my
==== cricketing history, and it was the final of the
= Super League, against HR College, who came
= well established reputation of crushing
s==ning college teams without so much as giving
=chancetofight.

ngess = had been a tremendous uproar in college when
“s=ws spread that the home team had reached the
=nd a good turnout was visible even before the
= tegan. Injuries and GRE preparations of some
==vers led to my being in the final eleven, and
= were butterflies in my stomach when my name
=mnounced by the captain, a BE toughie, whose
==l gaze and unshakeable disposition must have
=-ed many a crisis for the team. We batted first,
' =pent the morning watching the action, in silent
or = the HR players.

‘unch, their chase began. Though | was a passive
soer of the team, being a novice (and that too an
= =2 all, | neverthought I'd have a majorrole to play.
. =nough, | bowled in the beginning, and didn't get
=wuch of a walloping, which | thought was a minor
=vement for myself, But as the game progressed,
un rate dropped too, and sure enough, there was
r=al fight on the cards. Oddly

o

The Forgettable Cricket Match

- Bharat Ram
SE Mechanical

enough, while fielding. | found myself praying that the
ball doesn't come to me...all that was fine, until the last
over. Surprise, surprise! | was asked to bowl. That was
something which | had never expected, let alone
awaited; So the scene was - 9 more runs to get, and
my six balls to getit from. | found myself uncontroliably
nervous and so | tried the deep breathing thing. And |
ranin...

o-

Five balls and seven runs |ater, there were two runs o
get from one ball, and there was a victory being
smelled there in the stands, and there was ceriain
nervousness and a hint of fear in those two HR guys
batting, as they huddled together to speak about...who
cares what they spoke about, because | found myself
sweating. The captain rushed over, and mutiered
some unintelligible words of wisdom, and | did not
have the patience to hear him over again, and so | just
closed my eyes for a second, and thudded in.

Thirteen months later, they still ask me what went
wrang. | have no answer to that, because | had bowied
a wide. Not only ‘a wide', but a wide so wide it actually
went for four. | was in utier disbelief as my eyes
followed the ball to the fence. The two HR guys, whoss
faces had been images of nerve wracking tension just
five seconds ago, pranced away to their changing area.
in pure relief. | saw my captain take off his cap, his hair
heavy with sweat glistening in the late afternoon sun.
He looked at me helplessly, and | went down on my
haunches, clutching my face in my hands, even as a
few sympathetic team mates arrived to pat me on the
back, lift me up, the works.

Sometimes you wonder why they call it sport, when in

reality it's just a microcosm of everything real aboul
life...victory, defeat, joy, anguish and desperation. Well,
| changed a bit after thiat day, and my observation of
cricket matches became a lotless vocal from thenon. |

guess I'd learnt my lessan...

sooting the wounded - Tyne Daly

= someone who naver actually goes to the battle yet who afterwards comes

=A@ >

DisSHA




Dream Another Day

Opulent mansions... ZZz... exotic beaulies... ZZZ...
flashy cars... ZZZ... SLAP!

Bholu's hand involuntarily maved to swat the winged
intruder. How dare this arthropod disturb his guotidian
fantasy? After all, Bholu needed his beauty sleep... as
do all those who aspire to make it big in Jollywoed... O

whatifitis bang in the middle of his work-hours!

Unlike mary before him, Bholu hadn't given up on his
dream... not just yet. Big C was still his deity and
homage was paid by reverently re-watching Cholay
whenever and wherever possible (at last count the
antediluvian videotape had made its 1934223rd
appearanceinthe VHS!).

Short, portly, lazy and amiable — Bholu was
nonetheless one-third a typical romantic hero. Born to
a poor family in a nondescript hamlet in Central India,
he grabbed the first opportunity to move a step closer
to realizing his dream, Although the job of a salesman
at his Uncle's sweetmeal shap (at a thriving market in
the big city) didn't exactly excite his senses... il still
afforded him the luxury of being close to his second
love — Rasgullas! His mother had bid him a very wet
farewell — with a tin full of homemade rasgullas and
some (loaned) cash stashed away in a purse, whichhe
hid under his untidy shirt.

Once in the city, he left no stone unturned... BVErY
evening he made his solemn journey to his Mecca -
the Jollywood film industry. He gave auditions, he
pleaded with those who mattered, even did menial
jobs to appease them. He would do anything...
ANYTHING... to gethim self that one break!

And soit happened... itwas only yesterday, during one
of those sessions of kowtowing in front of an
acknowledged pezzonovante that he got noticed.
“Psst.., Hey, you! Yeah I'm talking to you... cOIme here!”
Bholu noticed an impressive heavyset, square-jawed,
gaudily-dressed, cigar-puffing man with a booming
voice and mesmerizing round eyes, beckoning him
into the shadows of a dark alley.
“ooks like you're doing pretty well huh... must be
doing a whole lot of good to your ego io beg in front of
those pompous fools...”. He puckered his brow into &
frown and dropped his voice to a whisper, “They'd only
give a damn if you were a beautiful girl... but me...
yes siryou're standing in front of the right person”.
Words tumbled from his mouth like coins
dropping fromatorn sack.

- Pranam Shetty
BE Computers

“So kid, you've heard of Rukrukh Khan?"

Bholu's eyes widened... of course he'd heard of
megastar... girls drooled over him, men wWere envic
of his magnetic persona and the rest were enthrat
by his acting prowess.

“Did you know that at 18 he was a bankrupt, fil
mouthed ruffian working in a local garage?” B
stared dumbly. "But his stars have changed...oh £
they have... and who do you think was responsible
noticing this prodigious talent?”

Bholu offered to open his mouth... “Umm..."

“| can sense the same aurd around you... you've
the right kind of attitude to climb right to the top!” E
feltalittle light... itwas as if his body was levitateda £
feet into the air by those words!

“Il make you an offer you can't refuse... | have @
project in my mind... you'll be perfect as the e
sidekick. You just need to be yourself... and in
months you'll be all over the media. We DS
tomorrow... You can start by paying me five grans
Bholu's jaw dropped. This guy meant business!

“Stop looking at me like that... | don't have all da
you can't give me the money right now... 9@
yourselfanother pompous gooftolick!”

Bholu reached out to his pouch and emptied
contents... but before he could begin counting
money, itwas snatched from his possession...
“Two grand and three hundred... It's short of
signing amount hut it's enough to keep me hap
now... come back lomorrow with the restof the mos
run along now... find yourself some nice clothes..
don't want your photographs in the magazines
those clothes on!”

And before Bholu could even Open his mol
protest, the faint silhouette had disappeared in'=
darkness.

A loud and rather extended shriek pierced the
jerking Bholu out of his reverie. The yell heraldes
arrival of his Uncle at the shop. Dark, ugly and
pot belly that would put even & hippopotarmss
shame, Uncle Gajodhar was frothing at the me
The look on his face vividly brought back to m=
the expression of a Mandrill, from whom one has
snatched away a bananal

It's the possibility of having dreams come true i
life interesting - Pause

e -



=i

had been discovered... Uncle Gajodhar had
“etting over waning sales ever since moming
%= mysterious disappearance of thousand
=== from the cash register did not exactly brighten

== when have you been asleep, you little pig, you
~=-cant of Kumbhkarna? I'm sure even if the thief
® == an orchestra along with him, you would not
. = B .' J 1"

Zajodhar puffed his chest... and then heaved a
2= if trying to control himself... Bholu knew this
i=n ominous sign!

=nce you've begun to help me, God hasn't been
e me. Take this 500 rupees note... Go find a new
= relieve me from the burden of carrying your
= we=ght, you sloth!” The finality with which those
were delivered could only be malched by a
= =cministering a death sentence to a villain!

| =0l did not feel a thing... He walked into the
sailight. The dazzling light along the crowded
ohiares of humanity deterred him in the least as
dled o a silent park outside Jollywood and
snself onto a bench.
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There on the bench as he |ay sprawled, opening a
container full of rasgullas (he'd sneaked it from his
uncle's shop), Bholu laughed at his uncle’s naivete.
Gajodhar would soon have a very famous nephew,
he thought. He opened his purse to reveal the wad of
notes (exactly thousand rupees) that would set im
on his road to glory!

Unknown to him however, his shady would-be
saviour was on his way back, to his own hometown,
far away from this phony world... and all couriesy the
benevolence of our cuddly hero!

As Bholu lay beneath the stamry skies, slesp took
over him and he visited the same fabricaled
wonderland...

Opulent mansions... zzz... exotic beauties... zzz...
flashycars... zzz...

Dreams never dig... they just fade away...

Fortune, fame
Mirror vain
Gone insane...
Fortune, fame

day...®
go fi Mirror vain
tisd B Gone insane...
il But the memory remains
of the Heavy rings hold cigarettes
ppy fo Up to lips that time forgets
NNk While the Hollywood sun sets behind your back
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And can't the band play on?
Just listen, they play my song
Ash to ash
Dust to dust
Fade to black

- Metallica

-

hat

Jo Coe - Tommy Coopel

~ | dreamed | ate a 10 pound marshmallow and when | woke up the pillow
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Assassination of a Ma

| look out of the glass window of the roadside café.
Replete with all the hustle bustle of yet another busy
weekday and the blaring horns of the cars and
scooters smoking past, | gaZe around aimlessly until |
spot him. Strange | have been to this café a number of
times before but had never seen him until today. Even
more strange nobody else seems to notice him either.
An old bespectacled man crouching over a stick,
wearing what has been described by Jeffery Archer as
the 'dish cloth'. He appears to have been standing
there for a long time. | don't know
why he hasn't crossed the street
to the other side yet. Perhaps he
doesn'twant to. Perhaps he can't.
A clear bright day, the sun shines
down with vengeance on his bald
pate. Not the best possible
protection from the sun's most
evident lack of mercy. Birds, of all
kinds that can possibly be found
in an urban area, hover around
him. Not that he seems 1o care
and interestingly enough neither

do they. But at least some beings
know about his presence, if not khumans. This strange

view attracts a little girl's attention, though | am not
very sure whether she is curious about the birds or hirm,
But all that she gets in return is a sharp reminder from
her mother to continue walking silently. So once again,
it's back to the birds.

It is an hour past and he still stands there, steady and
firm on his granite pedestal. | notice a man walking
slowly. He stops right next to him. Ah, at last someone.
He looks like one of those moderately well to do
businessmen, He is talking on his cell phone with &
mouth full of ‘paan’. Just then he sneaks a look around

and spits. Right on target, leaving dark red abstract

"Truth and ahimsa, by

me for sixty years see
failure but a successful man. But

which | swear and which have to my knowledge susta
m to fail. My own doctrine was failing. | don't want to
it may be | may die a failure.”

n? Or his Ideology?

- Tiyasa Khanra
SE Electrical

stairis on his 'dish cloth'. | look up al the man expec
a guilt-idden face. No | am wrong. He walks =
calmly. Then | look up at him expecting S8
expression of disappointment, if not anger. 5
wrong again. Mot a glare, not even a wince. His f2
stpic though | would have preferred it to be sio
realize now. Probably he is one of those pacifists
like to bear every oppression, for 'retaliation’ 2
concept is non —existent forthem. | also know that
had the strength he would clean the stain, smile 2
culprit and say "thank
# GANDHIGIRI — they
Complete philosophs
nonsense if you ask me. |
who would suffer all the
being done to them
muttering even & single we
protest. wouldn't.

| decide its time for me 10 18
As | walk past him, | give !
final glance and notice
plague thatreads — MOH#
KARAMCHAND GANDS
OUR MAHATMA, THE FATHER OF OUR NA
smiieaihlm.Wnndarifmiswasthenaﬁonhedr -
struggled for and ultimately gave up his life T8
decades of worship and admiration, hundres
biographies, several streets being named aftes
history text books extolling the immortality =
values and virtues- they never let him die, they
will but the hypocrisy of his immortality woule
compelled him to prefer an anonymous death
the only flower that would fall on his grave Wous
flower forsaken by atreeona cold autumn night

- GandhiinKolkata 194

—— T =
Gandhi is immortal but Gandhis
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A brand new, self confident, resurgent nation,
. awa sr=cing its role as an emerging superpawer -

SOMmE =iy the best description of India in the current

S0 =0 Everyday the newspaper is filled with arlicles
face i =~=sizing its rapidly growing economy. Add to this
stolid. sooming sensex and we have a picture perfect
ts w == However this perfection has been marred by
Y as son rising beyond the comfort zone. The recent
Jatifheleess from Reserve Bank of India pegged the
e at = at 6.12% and it is expected to soar up to 6.5%
. yous = coming weeks.

ecting

call ®
yhica One wonders what exactly
| meas on is and how it prevents rupee

stretching to further India’s

Wrongs g
withod we==s. Inflation, in layman's terms,
word o = fo an increase in prices.

=emes a continuous and unabated
o prices leads to panic in the
e circles which can, in turm,
= = crisis. Inflation is measured by
ce | mcting @ price index as it is
ANDAS ssary fo arrive at a single figure
[DHI onces of different commodities
\TION ssanging at a different rate. The
reamis o s=sically gives an overall rate of price increase
for? S8 =aning different weights to different items. As
ireds =~ groups of people are affected by price
ftar il =ns very differently, there are five different types
S-== The most commonly used of these indices

D |eave
e him?

y of

2y NeVe e inflation rate is the Wholesale Price Index
ild haw which measures changes in wholesale prices.
th whes

yuld bes =flation is caused due to various reasons.
nt. “=n a century after economist Alfred Marshall

w= the law of supply and demand, it still holds
%= the extent that it dictates the prices in an
A price rise may oceur if supply proves to be
= =t= due to several reasons, which may include
swiabie natural calamities like droughts, floods
= -—etimes insufficient production capital or large
==n also lead to curtailment of supply. Take the
= sugar, for about two years a ban on sugar
= had led to a decline in the production. So when
= arew, the prices escalated. It was only after
==«ation of the export ban that the prices
==4 Demand mechanisms have an equal
= on inflation. A sharp wage increase in some
=== high credit growth and inflated asset prices
= %o an upward pressure on prices from the
== side. A pertinent case in this matter is the

947

Demystfying Inflation

- Vinayak Hebbagil
BE Computers

gstronomical price that real estate in Mumbai
demands. Large scale migration from the rural to the
urban areas has pushed up the demand for residential
areas. And the land scarcity along with strict rent
control and tenant protection laws in India has
worsened the problem. However the splurge in
inflation is due to the overhealing of the economy. With
the current GDP growth at 9%, India's dream
economic run continues to be fuelled by consumption
So a large amount of money is chasing the same
amount of goods. A price rise under such
circumstances is inevitable.

Is inflation indeed harmful to an
ecanomy? One can say that while itis
certainly a cause of concemn, it should
not be a reason to panic. It is not
uncommon to find high inflation n 2
growing economy. Actually some
amount of inflation is a sign of a heaithy
economy. Countries like Japan and
Germany witnessed periods of high
inflation when their growth rate was
around 5-6%. However what s a cause
of concern is its rapid increase and the
accompanying Socio economic repercussions. A price
rise in essential commodities hits the general
population the most as it means a compromise on the
purchase of other products. Also people tend to save
more, reducing the amount of money being invested in
market and thus decreasing liquidity in the process.

So what can be done to check the rate of
inflation? Strict fiscal measures need to be employed.
Banning the export of essential items like wheat,
pulses, milk powder etc while increasing the import of
the same jtems to augment the domestic supplies is
another solution. Hiking the interest and repo rate as
well as increasing the cash reserve ratio are the recent
steps taken by RBI to rein in inflation. The rationale
behind these measures is to reduce the billions of
rupees that is being released into the domesiic
economy even at the risk of dampening the E£CoNDIMIC
growth. What also needs to be done by the
government is to allay the fears among the market
players as when an inflation rate of 6.12% was
reported, the sensex immediately caughi cold and lost
some ground causing the investors {o lose money.
Thus both short term and long term policy decisions
are the need of the hour. '

Powered by the current high

= not the most important thing in the world. Love is. Fortunately, | love money
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confidence level of India Inc that is reflected in their
aggressive offshore acquisitions, the pace of the
Indian market appears to be much faster than the
economy's capacity to deliver. At the junclure of 2

Law of inflation : Whatever goes up will go up some more.

Back to School

After tucking in an off white shirt into my navy
blue shorts, | slipped into a pair of gumboots. | was all
set for my first day at school, Holding my father's hand |
was led into a colourful classroom and was then lefi to
be on my own. Little did | know that | would be
spending twelve memorable years at the same place,
better known as Don Bosco High School.

Primary school was when we were introduced
to the formal usage of the English language, numbers,
the computer (MS DOS anyone?). science,
geography and of course the British and Shivaji. Cn
the eve of the first day of 3" grade, | had cried for
almost two hours. For the first time | did not want to go
to school, since Marathi was to be taught and there
was no escaping it. Today I'm kind of happy that | can
understand the language well and can communicate
with a certain level of fluency. We all know how
important the language is, don't we? (Read: SFCE).

On the last day of 4" grade during the parent
teachers meet, my class teacher had remarked, "Your
son is one of the most well behaved students in my
class. He sets an example for the others to follow.™ In
the years to come, things changed. | leamnt the
meaning of 'an outstanding student’ pretty soon (pun
intended).

| played cricket and was admitted into the
sports division (a concept started by my school) fora
greater part of my schooling. It's those chilly

It's a miracle that curiosity survives formal education - Einstien

golden penod the |ast thing that India needs is inflatio
undoing =il the good. India is definitely a history in
making but atwhat price?

- Anonymous

- Parasuram B
TE Electrical

momings in winter thal | miss the most. This
durning our crickef practice when the grass was still
with overnight dew. Summer vacations also includes
month long sports camp, where students could
their skills at basketball, football, hockey etc. Tho
our team achieved a decent level of success at
inter-school level, my stint with cricket js a diffess
story altogether.

Itis often said, innocence in a kid ends with
pnmary schooling and this perfectly describes
scenario in an all boys' school. Early teens would
labelled by elders as the age of adolescence. In o8
words, the beginning of puberty saw my last #
years at school, a time for change in horms
behaviour. In an all boys' school, it holds true for ms
students that their first infatuation (or even a crus®
always one of their teachers. Sex education c=8
‘Education to Love', (debated in the State) intro
in the 9" grade was a treat for most of us. Some cf
students had genuine doubls to clear, while =8
posed questions for the sake of it (with the |-know-5
attitude). Then there were some others who jus
there giagling and laughing, and went with flow o
seminar as if everything was new. | was among
‘others'.

Looking back there are loads of memories
| simply cannot forget. The morning prayers. 8
national anthem followed by the pledge (does any
even remember beyond the first two lines i.e. after
sisters'),



Christmas Panorama, a two day event similar
“=chnobreak was the time for competitions to bring
= the prize of 'Best Class'. Atthe same time, it was
=ooorunity to help society. For instance, when
== was devastated with cyclones and floods, we
~2d o raise a sum close to 8 lakh. Annual Day
ser=tions conducted on a larger scale had musicals
Tever, Fiddler on the Roof with huge budgets to
=l

v in the

= Same Theory, the oft quoted example is of The
~=rz' Dilemma . Two burglars-Al and Bob are
* and interrogated separately by the police. They
= the conditions of their punishment. They have
=oose whether to confess or not confess. The
=-ns are as follows (number indicate the years of
=onment)

‘s=asons as follows: "Two things can happen: Bob
“onfess or Bob can keep quiet. Suppose Bab
=s=s_ Then | get 20 years if | don't confess, 10
¥ do, so in that case it's best to confess. On the

s
still we
ludedsz
uld

with his
es5 the

| firmly believe school is where the foundation
for life is laid. It gives shape to one's character and
etiquette. Life after school has taken us places and
there are mountains to climb. But | would love to spend
some lime again in the plains where we can once
again be carefree as we were. As | conclude, there's
this one question, which I've pondered a lot over and
which I've been asked many a time- "I your school was
co-ed, how much more or less dynamic would it be?”
Guess the answer lies in a time machine.

Competition or Cooperation or Co-optition

- Amit Holey
BE Computers

states, 'survival of the fittest' governs every activity of
nature. So, right from the earliest days of human
evolution, we have been in a perpetual race for food.
clothing, shelter and then for land, wealth, knowledge,
fame and now even for the flight away from earth.
Competition pits people against each other, wasies
resources and often disillusions leaders. It tends to
create ego battles and disharmony. People may turn to
unethical means to beat the competition. World Wars,
Stock Exchange scams, Corporation frauds are

uIC =znd, if Bob doesn't confess, and | don't either, |
& = v=ar; but in that case, if | confess | can go free. AL
way, i's best if | confess. Therefore, I'll confess.”
reason in the same way so they both confess
$ 22 %0 prison for 10 years each. Confess Not Confess
Confess 10,10 0,20
BOB
Not Confess 20,0 11

ng T Yet, if they had acted "irrationally," and kept

ey each could have gotten off with one year
Same Theory seems to suggest that rational

ies :
= mes ( in this case trying to compete ) are worse
:ni-' " » —=tional outcomes ( in this case collaboration ).

S=iorically, there has been a bias towards
=ton. As the Darwinian theory of evolution

T

—— o —

=rence between involvement and commitment is like an egg and ham
==t the chicken was invoived and the pig was committed - Anonymaous

standing examples of the devilish effects of heady
competition.

Cooperation orients the entire range of resources
towards common goal. All the efforts are focused on
the ultimate target. Consider the following examples.
The United Nations was founded

with the scle purpose of uniting the nationstofight &

DisSHA
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common causes that plague the world. So far it has
been fairly successful. The glob 3l tirade against piracy
has brought together the fiercest competitors in the
figlds of music, films, software and books. NASSCOM
offers a platform where Indian IT companies discuss
issues that affect them and come up with solutions
irrespective of the cut throat race for profits. People
have realized that cooperation brings in the synergy
that can solve problems which cannot be tackled
single handedly.

Still, competition is vital for our growth and progress.
Competition generates desire, envy and sSpurs
individuals to higher levels of performance. It is in
some ways the seed of innovation. The competing
schools of thought are essential for politics to maintain
the track of social welfare, for husinesses to constantly
reinvent themselves and for science to advance
further. Competition thus, is the necessary evil we
have to contend with.

Out of this need for competition and desire for
cooperation has emerged the new conce ptof'co-

Foot Fetish of a Freakin’ Mouse

Fetish (n): Anything to which foolishly excessive
attention is given.

‘Now in what context does this combine with a mouse;
worse, who cares about his sexual preferences?’, you
may think. Pervert, not everything that is used in
connection to sexuality started out that way. Coming
back to the topic, there was this stupid redent running
around our apartment and our neighbour's about three
weeks back. It's fine if food was an his mind, we'd allow
him to visit once or twice provided he'd never come
hack. But his weird tendencies made us take drastic
steps towards eradicating him from the face of the

earth.

It would be better if you have a little background
information on this issue, You see, micefrats and my
family don't have the most amicable of relationships.
We kil them, they hate us [till they die, thatis]. Dad and
Mom have been brought up in settings that train you to
hit the mouse on the head in a reaction time of point
seven three of a second. It's tough not to hate
such a caring and hospitable family. After the

first nocturnal visit itself, the mouse finds a

F&h‘—-_—_ —_ — — — ——
There’s a crack in everything. That's how the light gets in - Unknown

20

optition’. Outsourcing, perhaps, is the vanguard of
phenomenaon. It provides symbiotic relations
between the two organizations involved in the contras
Both the organizations collaborate to comps
effectively. Mergers and Acquisitions are also the &
optition measures being adopted by firms across £
world to survive and expand. With a ne
composition of resources, expertise and reach, fi
believe they can strengthen their positions in glos
markets. Even nations are liberalizing their econom
to foster competition in local markets. Joo
programmes between local and foreign universi L
are being offered to impart high class education
local students. Blogs, wikis and podcasts are used
spread and share realtime information a8cre
continents.

We, as individuals, need to realize the importance
both competition and cooperation. We must ide
situations and use these concepts to attain the gos
efficiently. In an increasingly flatter world, B%
competition and cooperation shall be the determinas
of success at all levels.

- Heston D'souza
SE Electrical

delicious piece of Mortein Rat Kill at every window.
{old it contains ground cereal, SOMe healthy stuff
the not-so-good-for-health rat poison. At least we
become more compassionate of late. A coups
years saw the mouse frap being used for any

every occasion, Well, that's a separate story by 1S

The Rat Trap Hall of Fame includes personalities
are inducted if they can avoid personal injury [a
course, death] but still getaway with the booty. 1=
is pretty short - about three names. The all-time &
was a big problem. Let's call him Melchior (I just
the name; not getting out personal frustrationone
my friends]. It was the summer of '99 and our buss
was being painted on the outside. The ban
scaffolding provided the rats with an excellent v
for their Extreme Sports Olympics. Melchior B¥
seemed the bravest, strongest but also the smars
unlike Moose from Archies comics. On his firstvis
came into the kitchen and gnawed at every damn
that was solid and edible. The trap was set ug@
following night with a tempting piece of chicken =5
The ald man of the house has a habit of making
it's the last and best meal of the rat. This MekS
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comes along, pushes the trap till it goes off, eats
chicken and leaves after gnawing at a few more
== Giving him the benefit of the doubt, the trap is
=oain; this time with a piece of fried fish topped with
= Same rat, same trick. This got more irritating
sfustrating.

==wative solutions come farth when confronted with

nomies “wative problems, | guess. Dad does a little
Join® =<is, scratches the head [you'll be surprised, it
ersities so=] and comes up with

some skin from my sister's toes. Now that, the thick
skin ona finds on the toes, is what he seems to be after.
Frivolous foot fetish.

So we all cover our bodies from head io toe as a
preventive measure and sleep as if we were enacing
a morgue scene from a popular horror show. Halfway
through the night, | begin to cook inside. Canng two
hoots about a mad raton the loose, | cleverly spread a
bedsheet on the sofa and go to sleep. They say ‘Once
bitten twice shy' but oh the feeling of direct fan

breeze! Justtwo hours of fitful sleep is all

ition 1o
ised o
across

woner. He sets the
on the grills, nextto 5
Sower pots. That
=== Melchyboy to sit
2 support [trap] and
identi aw the bait. It works.
2 goals Eaarently,

. both Ewor's family

mbers are

e we get rid of
£ of thelr
pics' squad -
= rats in nine

anceof

ninants

e new
Let's call
cude Xerxes (pronounced
==)...awesome name] walks into our house in
= ignorance of its past history. He announces his
= by nibbling at my Mom's finger at the unearthly

of four in the morning. Mother dear gets up
o~ it's a bad dream and so drops off to sleep
. That same morning | get up to a crazy barking

Jlow. I'ms
uff ans
t we've

ple S son organised by the colony dogs - and a tickly
H;elal ' ==ton near my right loe. | move the bedsheet

.t to make sure it wasn't a piece of fabric; but its
sow surprisingly moves in the opposite direction.

ies tha ==n |, through the cobwebs of sleep, realise it's

[and &8
The [i=

oo cutely next to my foot, Xerxes flashes me a
=nd dashes for the window. | emit two sharp
s= lump on the sofa and ensure safety. [Hey that
= courage too.] Dad, who was sleeping beside me,
= == light on and sweeps the room with a swift eye.
getstoseeis the tip of Xerxes'tail.
sder this: One - there's a rat in your house. Two -
\“=s ihe audacity to nibble at your toes. Three - food
=1 seem to interest him [except bananas, [l
=n that later]. With all due respect to coincidence,
s==e is dismissed and Mortein Rat Kill is out at
= 1 is then we realise Xerxes has also taken off

up

| get before | feel a familiar scratch on
the toe. Light from the
tubelight reveals it's good
ol' Xerxes perched on
one cushion, waiting
for me to retum
[wilh mY
irresistible toes].
|s he retarded, is
he possessed?
But like that
matters when your
sleep pattern is spoilt
by night activity [try notio
think out of
context!!]. And
then my loe
begins to bum.
Close inspection reveals about one square centimeire
of precious thick skin is missing.

- A

Next day is a more serious Take Two of morgue scene
and a new pack of Mortein Rat Kill. It's scary when arat
goes for your toes but not the food. That reminds me;
he always had a little fresh skin and then returned for
fresh bananas - the only other thing he touched in our
house. Maybe he was a health-conscious guy. The
third night, he infiltrates 'fortress bedroom' again but
Mom is fortunately a light sleeper and chases him out.
That's the last we saw of him, reason being all the rat
poisonwent missing that night. Out of curiosity, | check
the back of the first rat poison pack and solve the
mystery in two seconds - it said 'manufactured and
packed in Ulhasnagar'. Man, that place doesn't spare
anything.

Since then, everything's back to normal, the skin on
our toes has grown back. Rats have ceased o worry
us. And the dogs of our colony lived happily ever
after,

= Munro

g 3 mouse-trap with cheese, always leave room for the mouse

DisSHA
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Robocon - An Experience and a Half

1A cubicle of six feet by six feet doubling up as living
space.

Sharing it with twenty other guys.

Eating, drinking, bathing are luxuries, not part of the
daily routine.

Temperatures varying from maddeningly sweaty to
downright shivery.

Sleeping turn by turn for about two hours each night on
the hard ground.

Travelling by tempo. (Note to tempo manufacturer:
your suspensions are bad. Really bad).

Sounds grim? Hey, this was just a slice of the
not-so-glamorous side of Robocon-07.

Robocon. If you haven't heard of it, you are
either not interested in robotics, or you're a manic-
depressive recluse (but | repeat myself). Robocon is
THE ultimate destination for young robot-makers, a
place where the roboting elite from 25 colleges of India
congregate and battle it out for the chance to represent
India in Robocon International.

To describe the entire task for which we had to
make a robot would be fantastically stupid (and we
don't want you falling asleep over Disha). Suffica it to
say that we had to make upto four bots (1 manual and
3 ‘autonomous), capable of picking up doughnut
shaped cylinders and placing them on wooden peles.

Too simple? Try this: two teams, each vying
for more poles. 20 poles, 10 of them accessible to the
manual, the others restricted to the autonomous which
could be guided by a whiteline grid. Or in other words,
a 3-D robotic game of chess, with an infinite
strategems atour disposal.

Our bots had the basic level | steering, pulley
system for up-down, and pivot-mounted motors for
clamping the doughnuts. Relays were used for motor
driver circuits, with 8051 series micro controller contral,
and whiteline/proximity sensor feedback. The point
where we did deviate from the ordinary was in the
mechanism by which the manual bot cleared the wall
that separated it from the pole. The flower wheel, as
the robotic community now knows it, is a six-spoked
wheel without rim and it can roll over the wall as if it

does not exist in the first place.

Our negative strategy bot deserves
special mention because the minute we

- Sachin Navalkar
TE Mechanical

unveiled it, our competitors came up with their &
versions (guess imitation is the best form of flate
after all). The blockbot is a simple shaft-encocs
corrected bot which blocked the central pole =
denied an outright victory to the opposing team.

So what happened in the competition”
failed to qualify after the league matches. (A
climatic isn't it?). No matter how we sugar-coat it
finished ninth” “We defeated the champions in
round”, at the end of the day, we did not get the &
home, and, unlike some teams, we take
responsibility for our less-than-perfect performance

But there's one thing we did bring hos
Experience.

Experience, somebody said, is a really =
teacher. We give the test first and get the lesson 2
And what a lesson! Personally, | learnt & lot more in' S
last three months than in the last three years
‘enginearing'. The difference was that we didn't =2
in the nice sequential Techmax manner that we h
so long been used to. We had to make a lot of |
assumptions, eventually find them to be ridicus
(primarily because of our relative newbieness) and
back and rework the whole thing.

We took a huge step forward from last ¥
Our bots were truly comparable with those of mos=
the semi-finalists, technologically and operations
SP. in no uncertain terms, has definitely arrived
there's no pointin harping on the positives.

In hindsight, the structural part
unnecessarily delayed. The base of our bots
overdesigned, it was made of Mild Steel, and, truss
would not have failed under tensile/ compress
bending / torsional/ elephant loading. The o=
were underdesigned, wobbled too mueh and ¢
carry very few cylinders. Our up-down mecha
was too heavy, rough and depended on ancs
inclination. We could have used telescopic @
channels to much greater effect. We were way b===
weight limit.We burnt our fingers badly (literally
the motor driving H-bridge circuits as the
transistors couldn't handle the switching rate. Ou
weren't getting connected to the computer, =
ended up using microcontrollers like a bunch ofi
drives. Our sensors were hyper-sensitive,
detected every colourfintensity discrepancy, ==

Flying is the art of learning how to throw ynurseﬁ at Egmund and miss

- Douglas Adams

e ——— —
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~—=ofushave spenlhalfuurnaturatlivescaﬁbrating
= recalibrating those dagnab things. Qur programs
4 have been more decentralised/modularised.
unless you see your wood screw fail in shear and
sw= your controller reset itself & milllon times
s=use you haven't shunted your motor with a
se=citor, you don't truly appreciate the (mind-
~—oingly frustrating) difference between theaory and
— o

Correcting these flaws would have got us in
- =emi-finals without doubt. But what makes a

r own

We learnt a lot from the successes/failures of
competitors as well. MNirma Institute,
~=dahad, had a fantastic negative strategy
« The “Nirma ka kutta” was a cycle-chain
= automatic that jumped into the
wal zone (somewhat like our manual)
completely cut off access to the
4er stack. Had it been somewhat
== stable, that machine would have
sscscitated every opponent and given
== ipso facto victories. Their power
sow motors made for very smooth
sowerful up-down mechanisms.
" =olderer was beyond brilliant, he
: give PCB manufacturers a run
ST money.

2 inthe
ars of

IIT Delhi had a bunch of
=~ative bots, a vertical-conveyor
w==ad cylinder placer bot, an
sc= like negative strategy bot
extended itself, a fast-but-
smurate four-bar double clamping
w= and a very basic autonomous
worked on primitive diode transmitter-receivers.
== guys also need a special mention for their

=nce After a crushing first-round defeat against
_ =one of their bots worked — these guys bounced
= =nd went on to win the tournament. They were
~=ive, amateurish and amazingly tenacious. Do
=roud atthe internationals, guys.

Elactronically, lIT B had absolutely no rivals.
Suise Width Modulation, their bots had the
somest jerk-free ride and PID control made for
st position control. Their bots ignored white
=ntirely, rather, their entire policy was based on
= sensors (5 m range), digital gyroscopes for
o= velocity feedback and RGB sensors. Of
—= the ARM processor that they had used made

nats four times faster than ours. The
wrdormist electronic control coupled with the
s watertight algorithms ensured that this tea wiped
%o with all the teams that dared play against
What was even more important was their

illy)
0

, S0

mindset. IIT B wasn't competing against the other
teams, their fight involved transcending
perfection. The thing that made these teams different
from other teams was difference. (No, | am not
drunk/high on dope, but thank you for asking). These
chaps were not afraid to be 'different’. They knew that
their bots could fall apart, that they could make total
fools of themselves by walking the path less trodden. A
true Robocon champion requires this chutzpah 1o
come up with totally capricious ideas, the obstinacy to
stick to them irrespective of opposition and ihe
dedication and perseverance to convert ‘wishiul' o
feasible’. What say, team, let's make a harmonic drive
carbon-fibre infinite-degree electro pneumatc
aerial biped with tandem IP and ultrasonics
fuelled All *ducks as team throws rotien
tomatoes at me* (ouch! ok which wise guy
threw Greyhound atme?)

Finally, we get to the ultenor
raison d'étre of this article: naming
names. First off, we would like to thank
Mr. Mittal, Tata Power SED, Prof
Warnekar, Prof Gandhe and PFrof
Bhonsale for supporting us and
believing in us enough to give us that
much-vaunted independence of action.
Also, | believe the team deserves to be
applauded for all the turning, drilling,

soldering and debugging that they've
done. The awesome BEs, Aneesh
(Resources), Aniket (Software).
Ketan (Design), Hardik (Circuitry and
Pogramming) and Murtuza (the best
captain ever: the degree of success in
Robocon will always be measured in
kiloMurt us). TE Tronix: Haren, Harsh, Manthan
‘Driver, Shilpa Tambe, Prateek, Viral, Suchit, Harish
'‘H-Bridge’, Chinmay. Also, the l-get-it girl who was
always there for us. Mechanical - Erle, Pradyumna
(blocker boys), Abhishek, Advait. SPIT - Darshan,
Prateek “Yashoda Maiyya”, Prashant, Amit, Thanks a
lot, Fahad, for teaching us the meaning of the word
innovation’, and to you, Prashant, for redefining
‘hands-on'.

In closing, what would you say was my
favourite experience in the past three month 57
Wasit
a) Trouncing Bhopal and Jaipur and nearly giving lIT-D
a major heart attack when we played against them?
b) Hearing the incredibly satisfying way in which the
audience gasped when our flower wheels first showed
what they're capable of? (Manthan, you were =
brilliant driver.)
¢) Listening to the melodious Holi-themed
remixes of popular songs at three o'clock in

= robot would get elected presﬁent. That way, when he came to town, we
- t=ke a shot at him and not feel too bad - Jack Handy
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the freezing night at the octroi naka?!!"
No. It was, funnily enough, the day our first automatic
(which since became the back-up bot) actually took its
first few steps. Let's see if | can describe my feelings by
cut-copy-pasting those of real writers:

Longfellow

She starts, she moves, she seems to feel
The thrill of life along her keel...

If you think that man will someday in the future be under the dominie

and in close juxtaposition, Ruskin Bond (The Chen

Tree):

.05 this what it feels like to be God?

MAN V/S MACHINE

of machines, you might want to read this.

1 WS READ
THIS GREAT
SCERCE FICTION

TS ABOUT HOW MACHINES
THKE CONTROL OF HUMBNS
RHD TURN THEM INTD

ZOMBIE SLAYES!
R

3

& -
IO L e e

SO INSTEAD OF US
CONTROLLING MMONNES,
THEY COMTROL WS 7
PRETTY SCARY 1\DEA.

— _——

The Zeroth Law of Rabotics - A robot may not injure humanity, or, through

TU SN, HEY WHAT =
Tm'.%fa TP
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——

inaction, allow humanity to come to harm.
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- Mself, Madhavi Gokhale

- Mrs. Madhavi Gokhale

=0, Myself, Madhavi Gokhale. | teaching hand moves to the Non-stop bution, there is 2

= ——munication Skills to first and third year students. mechanical arm that suddenly emerges fram the
= shock at my English. Beginning, beginning, my control panel and givesita smartrapon tne knuckies.
ish is fairly good. Because of literature
—around, no, that's why. But years of years of CS Students carry identification rings round thew fingers
- correction damage my language. | forget write These comprise a sensitive tracking device that
<. write grammer, write spilling. Even my writing enables me to know where the student is within 3
= =ooilt. Then one day, | am waiting near lift to come. | range of half a kminside the building. These are a8
- notice for Disha, our college magazine. | fill very connected through wifi to a huge sheet made of fight
== My influence, no, that's why all this things happen. censitive polymer that has little optical cables
== my students not writting properly. So | think embedded in it. There is a separate sheet for every
.| am reach last and final decision. | take a brake, class. If a student is sitting in the canteen instead of
=thome and learm English properly. | write the letter attending a lecture, the liitle light with the student’s
=given below way: number glows red and the word ‘canteen shows itseif
b, up below the light. The office bearers of the Students’
siect: Regarding brake council have special identification tags that are bigger
and brighter than the rest. Harry Potter's mischief map

e=r Madam: is now delightful reality.

1nion = undersigned, has teached Communication skils  As the university has now signed a memorandum of
w=ur collage for past so many years. | am greatful to understanding with foreign universities, my
for giving me job-but now | take brake for personal colleagues are required to conduct seminars abroac.
s | will pleased to allow you to leave me as s0on But with the rapid development in holographic
sossible. transmission in the last three years, they merely

|

;5 ’ transmit their virtual images to foreign lands and take

respectively lectures! They can also create 3-D images inside the

E smavi Gokhale classroom to explain models. | can transmit my image

= anywhere within the perim aler of this building by using
my Teletransmitter.

AFTER THE BREAK (2017)
The humble chalk and duster have given way 10

e break that | intended to take extended to a electronic silicon writing rods that store what the
== The management was kind enough to take lecturer writes on the board. Back in hisfher cabin, my

~=ck as a lecturer again. But how things have colleague can review what he reproduced on the

— 4! Our institute has become a sterling example board by simply inserting the silicon rod in a repiay
B = technology can be used to enhance {eaching- device. The dusler serves as a receplacle of images
- methodology and efficiency. The old and diagrams. The lecturers of engineering drawing
—onic fingerprinting has been replaced by a smart are thrilled at the way in which they can reproduce
= that has a little aperture. You peer into it and it complex isometric views by simply rubbing the board

ESanizes your iris. (If you have conjunctivitis, you in the reverse order.

== glares and peer into it, allthe same.) Thereisa

= addition to this device- only those lecturers But some things are still the same. There is load-

=re wearing their electronic identification tag shedding today. The lift is stuck somewhere. As | walk

= thair necks are rewarded with an electronically up the stairs, | catch sight of something pasted o0 he

=+ voice that says, “Good!" And woe betide wall. It is a notice inviting articles inviting articies for

= who are not. The gadget immediately seis up @ Disha. And this time fortunately the English S
wat resembles the heartrending cries of a excellent.

Eeved woman.

% = a revelation of sorts, too. It is equipped with
= that watches you as you travel in it. If an errant

—————

e Ty — — S J-'-'__-;-L': ——
= on my fine command of the English language, | said nothing

gh == Benchley -
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Roobaroo With Reality

One of the things about the Hindi film industry that
amazes me is the sheer number of films it churns out
regularly. At the end of the year, you invariably find a
familiar movie among the nominees al ane of the
award functions, & often think, "Wasn't that film
released last year? Why is it nominated this year?'
Movies are easily forgotten simply because there so0
many of them (No, | don't want to comment on the
quality factor). However, Rang De Basanti (RDB) is a
movie that has been in the limelight for a long time.
Sent as India's entry for the Oscars in 2006, it is the
same movie thal gave the country a8 new method of
protesting: candlelight processions. Mow, it has been
more than a year since its release, yet it continues to
find its way into the print & electronic media. Needless
to say, it has been one of the most talked about films in

recenttimes.

So what is it about this film that people still like to talk
about it? Different people may have liked different
aspects of the film: music, cast, storyline & so on.
Personally, | liked the fact that it was not just another
Hindi film-hardly any overdramatisation (barring a few
scenes), no unnecessary rona-dhona (No offence
meant. Mr. Karan Johar) & no desperale attempts to
keep the hero alive at the end. It attempts to reflect
youth culture in urban India, & I'd daresay it succeeds
to quite an extent.

It beautifully depicts so many traits normally seen in
the behaviour of a bunch of youngsters: all those
pranks, the leg-pulling, the liberal use of slang, the
distinctive tone & way of speaking with each other are
just too familiar to go unnoticed, Even when the boys
adopt extreme measures such as murder towards the
end of the film, it fits in so easily with the usual traits of
impulsive thinking & lack of conventional maturity
which are usually attributed to youngsters. All inall, the
film has a very realistic feel to it. which is a welcome
change from the usual stuff Bollywood has on offer.

But RDB has also drawn a lot of criticism, most notably
the accusation that it 'advocates violence'. Yes, some
scenes in the movie dz show the use of physical force,
& the ones which instantly come to mind are those
depicting the murders (OK, 'assassinations’, if you
like) of the minister & the industrialist. Even so, it is
initially surprising to hear that the movie ‘advocates
violence'. At no point throughout the film does any
character (let alone any of the protagonists) try

to justify the murders. In fact, one of the

IEEee——— —— —— P —
\With great power comes great respansibility - Uncle Ben

- Viraj Khamkar
TE Electrical

murderers goes on live radio saying 'they're sorry' o
the act. Itis actually laughable that this movie is said i
'sdvocate violence'. No one objects the Killing &
bloodshed shown in films based upon riots, partition ©
the life-stories of gangsters. After all, they're 'stories
that need to be told". In fact, all this criticism actua¥

exhibits the double standards we app!
subconsciously. In the same film, the same murdere
in guestion are also portrayed as famous Indizs
revolutionaries who killed a British police officer.
anyone ever questioned the justifiability of that murce
Wasn't the officer just doing his duty for his country

which he was murdered (whether he was moras
correct or not is another matter)? Or are we bei -
racisthera?

| am not trying to justify murder, nor am | trying S
question the integrity of the revolutionaries concernses
It is just that | find it hard to understand why violence

this particular film draws so much criticism when all 8
us know that there are lots of movies out there whis
show (& advocate) much more use of physical forss
The only explanation | can think of is that the movie
ioo realistic for its own good. The characlers ha
such a boy-next-door feel about them that it is horms
to accept that they could go out & shoot a minister =
easily as if they were a having a stroll in the pars
would like to add, however, that | am not trying to
that the film doesn't have any flaws. A number of mi
errors could be pointed out. We could even do witha
excessive dramatization, especially in the parts whe
the youngsters are compared (o the freedom fight=
But then again, if there is no overdramatisation, B2
would it look like a commercial Bollywood film?

To me, RDB is a film of the times. This may sC
clichéd, but the film just reflects how we are today:
thinking about the country isn't practical anymore. |
not think RDB was aimed at inspiring people, bring
ahout a revolution or actually 'awakening a genera i+
It would be childish to think that a mere film coulc
that especially in a country like India, where half of S
villages don't know what the cities are doing. The
of the film was to provide a reflection of today's U=
youth (and, abviously, to make money). Ifthe respos
of the people & the media was anything logo by, I'dS
it has succeeded on both counts.
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rry' for 'RANG DE BASANTI-The much hyped (read:
said to M swer-hyped), the much debated movie of the year has
ling & ‘==nitely left its indelible mark on masses aplenty. But
Ition of = fundoo film (that's how most of my friends still
stories —=r to describe the movie) somehow remained
ctually <=ngaging at a personal and emotional level to me

apply W &= orobably a lot more like-minded peaple.
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The story of a bunch of young happy-go-lucky
- lovers finding a cause worth fighting for definitely

nurder’ == for meaty entertainment....no doubt!!! But the
ntry for =ence that they resort to (to the extent of killing a
norally wster and an industrialist) in order to teach the
+ being sorities concerned a lesson was extremely

~ —at with the Indian Air Force, did imbibe a se
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~otism in this bunch of friends. But the plan of

riotism

w—=d rather irrational and irresponsible. The

it is said that movies now-a-days reflect the way
“= thinks or rather, the way the film makers would
- ==¢ |ndia think. And if the trend is anything to go
. =en RDB was no exception to this rule. The danger
==t the viewers' must not embrace the movies

re. | dos

ringing pecicomings in the name of righteousness.
eration e—onizing' the system and developing an attitude of
ould do s=s=ance which strips us of our rational power are

aif of the:
The air
's urbas
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=1 resolve conflicts with the system.

=== to receive immediate medical attenti

——
varies, from a noble devotion to a

e

%= ways that the country's future must resort to, in

in this context, the AlIMS episode (against the
s=vation system) needs a special mention.
= warming to see some of the brightest minds of
sountry, inspired by the RDE spirit to fight for their
== unitedly. But at the same time it was heart
=k nqa to see the loss of lives of innocent patients

It was

on and

. ;ase of a student or two due to the hunger strike

- Elizabeth Alankara
SE Electronics

that they had pursued.

The parallels drawn in the movie between the
freedom fight and the current days' fight were aiso
disturbing (though very well filmed). Today's youth
definitely need to draw inspiration from the spirit
portrayed by Bhagat Singh and his peers but definit=ly
not their deeds. The actions that were celebrated
almost a century ago, would be terribly out of context
today. The bottomline is that- The fight against
CORRUPTION, CANNOT be fought on the same lines
as the fight against IMPERIALISM'. This fight calls for
different tactics, a different approach, a different frame
of mind.

Taking a courageous political stand and
I COWCERED ABOT| | HO. T JuST wANT A )|

THE. TIRECTION TWE BIEEER PECE OF
COUNTIY S WERDED? J

THE PE.

T il

demonstrating the will and inclination to make difficult
choices seems to be a more logical and rational

approach in the fight against corruption. We will
definitely be commended for it. But RDB needs to be
applauded for the fact that itis a celebration ofthe spirit
and the strength of the young generation-the shining
stars of the future, The only issue is that this strength
and spirit needs to be quided along the right direction. |
would finally like to conclude this debate, with a line by
DJ (Aamir Khan) from the same movie:

“There are only two ways to lead your life- one, let
things happen in their own way and tolerate it and
second, take responsibility to change it

moral lupacy - W. R. Inge
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CRYPTIC CROSSWORD

Down

1 Protein building molecule trapped in
cage causes annihilation (7)

2 Sounds like a single lettered
beverage (3)

3 An insect goes behind an incline
without restraint (7)

4 Contacts with only those having an
Aquinas accent? (13)

_ 5 Underworld in cinema fiasco! (5)

1 1
..11 |
1. !
6 A helmet loses what is left, giving
o I . : = a dominant idea (5)
| _ 10 About convoluted clues that make
one a hermit (7)
o 12 Dampen cloth in chamois tent! (73
24 | f

1 2

-

DXIO0O=EnM0wOoOAO

15 Rhymes with dreamer but not wits
contriver! (7)
16 Building that produces wry beer (1
17 Embarrass a shell in UNIX! (3)

Across ' 18 Headless Taylor met an end
befitting a king (5)

1 What a toppled crate will furnish... (5) 22 Friend returns to cover a circuit

4 Mrs. Tear needs a limb support in cars (3, 4) once (3)

7 Initially all roads curve... (3)
8 In his kingdom you lose nothing from morale (5)
9 What seems like turbulent sea fare is indeed a
travesty! (5) For answers, refer to page 12
11 Direct a desire? (3)
13 Can Al have a reprieve from his icy misfortune?
(9) Source: This crossword was creates
14 Eleven Romans in a confused set of people by Pranam Shetty
who endure (5)
15 A tailless squid takes in a bee on being unable
to perform magic in Harry's worid (5)
17 The consequence you face post algebra
lessons?7? (9)
19 Adam's partner in the evening? (3)
20 Any small number can irritate! (5)
21 The Spanish in the midst of a thousand at
ease in a skirmish (5)
23 Before it used to sound like air (3)
24 Bargains in spite of a leg gash (7)
25 Would you believe, Ripley loses one
during an answer? (5)
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= = - —
_ | never made a mistake in my life. | thought | did once but | was wrong
28 - Luecy Van Pelt
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w=s barely two years ago that | was running
=-ucally all over the SPCE campus getting journals
s=cted and assignments turned in for submission a
days before prep-leave and then | would start
=wing around for the right books and notes to study
~~ for the exams hardly a couple of weeks away! |
i have frittered away the whole semester, and
iast burst would seem like too much of a burden - |
= sp wanted to quit Engineering during those
==sful phases.

= nere | am today - daily submissions, regular lab
=« coming home |ate in the night, cooking, doing my
. vessels and laundry, planning my grocery
=ooing and participating in a whole bunch of extra-
=cular campus and off-campus aclivities, planning
=cay surprises for friends, potluck dinners, social
=rings and totally enjoying hostel and social life.

does it all suddenly seem so simple? More
sertantly, why don't | feel the fatigue and strain any

o

=n | do stop to think, | realize that a lot of things
= changed from what they used to be at home in
u=bai. My support system has changed, my
wties have changed; | find myself a lot more
ssonsible, self-reliant, mature and stable and my
anagement skills have improved several fold!

+=n what is primarily the difference between living
me and coming miles away from home to study? |
-~+fied some of these external factors that could
=0ly have catalyzed this change.

“he Culture and Society:
= the "wastern" liberal culture has its negatives
| am not addressing here because a lot has
==y heen said and wrilten about them!), there are
- some positive facets that one cannot and should
wnore. The first one being that there is this all-
w=sive don't care attitude that is prevalent all over
sisce. People mind their own business and don't
= %o evaluate you or don't care about what others
o think of them. There is, as a result, a lot more
===m in terms of having the license to go slightly
wsa and not having to worry about the
s==quences. Oh wait - by going slightly wrong |
==nly don't mean committing legal violations! That
=mething so strikingly different (in a bad way) from
= it used to be in India. You absolutely cannot
=t tobreak the law and bribe the cop and get away

My Experiences Away From Home

- Keya Pandia
Stanford University

wilh it - that, unfortunately, simply dogsn'twork!

The other nice thing here is that the campus is saf&!
You can walk home alone at 3 AM from your 20
(provided you live on campus - which | do) anc not
worry about anything going wrong! Imagine a gl
doing that on the streets of Bombay (my curfew hours
used to startat 10 PM athome! =)

2. The Educational system:

No class ranks!! Wow! That was what made me the
happiest! | was already guite tired of having to live up
to my own expectations and those of everyone around
- this came like such a pleasant change! You get letier
grades here and then they are mapped back intc 2
GFA (Grade Point Average) and as long as you are
from a school and department of reasonable repuie

no one will really ask you why you got a few points
higher/lower than a certain other someone! BLISS!! -}

The other nice thing is there's tons of very very
interesting research that goes on at good schools. You
are always welcome to take up research projects io
learnfexperiment and gain very very pertinent and
useful skills out of them.

Also, there isn't a rigid course structure — at least for
the most part! | took some English Literature Reading
Courses where | studied a few Shakespeare plays and
then an Accounting course which will also count
towards my Masters Degree in Electrical Engineering!
That's how flexible the system is and this is how much
breadth is respected here.

3. Campus Life:

This is the best part of living away from home. You
build a whole new circle of friends who become family
to you when your parents and siblings aren't around
and when you need a support system. | am thoroughly
enjoying my social life here - movies, parties, road-
trips, sight-seeing, dinners, group study sessions,
impromptu  l-am-getting-tired-of-studying-let's-walk-
to-a-coffee-place sessions! It's a totally different and
enjoyable kind of life!

That said, | really miss my family! Butthen | have leamt
to appreciate my close family members for their place
in my life so much more after | have had to live without
them here. | now know that food doesn't get cooked
magically, dishes don't wash themselves, ali thoss
wonderfully and immaculately cleaned and ironed
clothes don't appear out of nowhers. Thers S
someone who has to put in hours of tedious, dull
work to get house-hold chores accomplished! |
really appreciate now what my parents have

= ——

=== goes travelling, he'll come home a horse - Thomas Fuller
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It was barely two years ago that | was running
frantically all over the SPCE campus getting journals
corrected and assignments turned in for submission a
few days before prep-leave and then | would start
locking around for the right books and notes to study
from for the exams hardly a couple of weeks away! |
would have frittered away the whole semester, and
this last burst would seem like too much of a burden - |
have so wanted to quit Engineering during those
stressiul phases,

And here | am loday - daily submissions, regular 1ab
work, coming home late in the night, cooking, doing my
own wvessels and laundry, planning my grocery
shopping and participating in a whole bunch of extra-
curricular campus and off-campus activities, planning
birthday surprises for friends, potluck dinners, social
gatherings and totally enjoying hostel and social life.
Why does it all suddenly seem so simple? More
importantly, why don't | feel the fatigue and strain any

Keya Pandia is an SPCE alumnus. She was the Mumbai University topper and is currently
completing her postgraduate degree in electrical engineering at Stanford University.

The Bird and the Beasts

Solwas sitting in the food court waiting for my lunch to
arrive. Or to be precise, waiting for my food to be
placed on a counter three hundred miles from the anly
seat that i could get, which means that | have to hurdle
over otherdiners to getit. But | digress. And | likeit.

So I'm sitting there and deing just what every single,
young male who is sitting alone in a food court
surrounded by at least fifty young, smartly dressed
women (there might have been men too, but | wasn't
noticing them till they stepped on my foot) would do. |
was playing Snake on my phone.

Of course not, you twit.

Sol'm.... uh... looking around, and | decide to conduct
a swift, completely scientific survey.

| decided to see how many woemen had ring around
that finger.

And now, I'm depressed.

longer?

When | do stop to think, | realize that a lot of thinz=
have changed from what they used to be at home
Mumbai. My support system has changed,
priorities have changed; | find myself a lot mo
responsible, self-reliant, mature and stable and ©
time-management skills have improved several fold!

So then what is primarily the difference between livi
at home and coming miles away from home to study™
identified some of these external factors that oo

possibly have catalyzed this change.

1. The Culture and Society:
While the "western" liberal culture has its negatives
(which | am not addressing here because a |ot F&
already been said and written about them!), there 3
also some positive facets that one cannot and sh

- Aditya Mandrekar

Just where the hell have all the single women o
world gone? | mean there seemed to be quite a f2
these when | was in college. Sure, | was =
engineering college, but with a 30% reservatios
girls in engineering, the scene was getting to &5
much better with every new batch!

Mow suddenly, when one has started work
everyone around you is 'engaged' or 'commifiss
(horrors of horrors) has already decided a wes
date. It is like on their farewell day in collegs
bands start forming around the finger, and by the ¥
the first month of work-life is over, these marks
grown into a gold ring studded with diamonds in

And then you weep into you paneer kKulcha |
withsalad, raita and chhole) because you missss
bus somewhere down the line. You spent mors
trying to get an edukayshun than trying to patass
cute girl who always smiled at you from a diss
You didn't even know her name till you workez &

— m——— ——

Once upon a time, people were Inu_ed and things; were used but today things
loved and people are used - Anonymous
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“surage to ask some guy who travels in the same local doesn't do much for the self esteem that most of these
you once in a while who *that® was - pointing a specimens are clinging so tightly off the arm of a wei-
things »zerin her general direction. muscled dud er.. dude, that you would have o pes!
ome in them off with a blowtorch.

d, my
- more

57 Her? She's Jane" (name obviously changed to
—:=nd that this incident happened. maybe it did. I'm Kulcha is over. The plate is empty. You could
=t telling) and you quickly stammer: "No, not her, that philosophize about an analogy between the plate and

nd
fgmr!m oy next to her. | think he was in my school.” your life but instead you are busy holding back a bup
that would like to acquaint itself with the ears of those
n living % you find that useless fellow's name oo, whichyou  sitting around the table. You look around and s=< =
tudy7 i iently forget so that you don't have to call him couple of girls sitting alone and wistfully imagine
t could “=hn inthis blog post. And you consider yourself smart yourself having the guts to sit across them and
ause you tricked some unknown nobody into introduce yourself,

g you her name. Of course you wont,

gatives Butwhatto do, whatto....

lot has :

ere are S now, you're munching through your (soggy) ... hey, that girl there smiled at me! Hmmm, now only i
shoule =has trying to figure out where you wentwrong. | could see herhands..

= the fear that now grips you into contemplative
“=h meals, let me tell you. Because you have only so

vears of freedom left before your parents (well, not
== bless 'em) start needling you about 'settling
o' And you're tempted to come up with a song like
smacy ( Blood Brothers) to tell them that you aren't
keen on making a bio-data. Minus the ‘gujju’ rap

ntly

=

=en, you're stuck in no-man's land. | wish that pun
wa= intended, but it wasn't. It should be called land-
w=r=-no-man-wants-to-be. Its nice to be single and
=ble to ogle from the Globus corner on a Sunday
ming (after the mass at St. Stephen's is over) and
“==| the least guilty about it (cue hue-and-cry from

n of =minist brigade on objectification of women). Butit

afewso
S in am
gtion for

0 be s <+va Mandrekar is an SPCE alumnus. He passed out in 2004 and is currently working as a

-=aarch Assistant in the Aerospace Department at |IT Bombay.

'd You Know?

“sha' was initially not called ‘Disha’. At the time of it's inception our college
~aazine was named ‘Sukarma’. No one is quite sure when or why the name
w=s changed from ‘Sukarma’ to ‘Disha’.

ore i
2w you know.

laao ha

= ___—

= ke a hot bath. It feels good while you're in it but the longer you stay the more

gs are =d you get - Anonymous
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An Interview
With
Dr. Prachi Gharpure

Head of Computers Department in Sardar Patel Institute of Technology. U
engineering Department and she is also the IEEE Branch Counselor.

Dr. Prachi Gharpure is currently the
recently she was part of the Electrical

Excerpts from the interview

Q. How has the transition been from the Electrical to Computer department?
A, There are some minor cultural differencesin the working environment even though we are nextdoor. | have

had to adjust, but | suppose | am managing {smiles).

(. Would you mention some fond memories from your IEEE experience?
A. Ohyes, lots of them. Till last year, the Nirmaan core committee and all those working actively for the eventw

virtually living in the IC lab. Thatwas a nice environment for me to interact with them because at thattime |
interact with them as a professor. | was just a branch counselor and they were ready to shoot all
requirements at me, expecting them to be fulfilled immediately. That's an interesting aspect of students which
don't get to see in the class. Also, the trips were very good. \We have had three trips so far and the num
students has been increasing exponentially. | must say that | never felt that it is risky to trust students for

kinds of excursions.

Q. Generally the approach of the professors is quite conventional as far as students are con cerned, but you aré

liberal in giving responsibility to students.

A. Yes, | do believe in giving responsibility to students, but | do know that what generally goes haywire in
activities is the planning. Students while away 90% of their time, and then they realize that there is too mu ch
left. At such times, | feel that | need to be slightly more assertive. By and large, though, | don't think I'll ever
to change my way of working. Freedom needs to be given to students; only then will they be at their creative

Q. B.E.projectsarean important part of the curriculum, What do you think is the current attitude of students &
you think it needs to change?

A. The B.E. project should be looked upon as an activity which the students perform almast entirely by them
Here, | won't blame the students to a large extent for their current attitude since they all have jobs and &8
want to do is get a first class and pass out. They are actually going wrong in their belief that there is nothing
left for them to learn. However seemingly trivial a project you take up, there is always scope for learning.
experience is that, when students go to companies for their projects, neither do they get enough time nor
people to guide them. They also don't have enough freedom for any kind of research or too many books &
disposal. What the students can dois getalive problem from the industry and then work on itin the instituts

What were your college days like?
Ours was the first batch of the college wherein we were 14 girls. So, being from the first batch, we were

like special students and we enjoyed that. As faras interaction is concerned, we had much more interac
other students as well as with teachers, Maybe that's the feature of Mumbai that we stay so far from each
We used to stay in college till very late and the situation was such thal we had to be driven out (laughs). !
added advantage that | was in the Electronics branch and strength of that class was only 22. So, every b
knew the entire batch of a particular branch by their first names. That was slightly scary, because we could

bunk classes as we were easily spotted. But, it was fun.

>0

Q. Ifnotteaching, which professionwould you have chosen?
A. Surely marketing. The reason why | did not appear for campus interviews is that | got married in my final ¥
hushand was abroad so it was decided that | would be joining him as soon as | finished and was a

However. | think | had an aptitude for marketing.

Q. How muchis the 'Industry' partimportantin an “Industrial visit” (IV)7?
A Hardly 10 %, but even then this 10% is extremely valuable. The interaction with your peer grous
fun part. You are awake the entire night in the train, or singing in the bus or just plays

these are the moments that you are going to remember after you pass out from college.

= = e —— — —
There are three things to remember when teaching: know your stuff, know
are stuffing; and then stuff them elegantly — Lola May
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Favourites:

» Books: Mrityunjay

s Films: Sholay

» Tele-serial: Baa, Bahoo aur Baby

« Gadgets and gizmos: None. (On probing furtner) If 1 were to name aone
indispensable gadget then it would be the mixer.

Music: The peppy music of R.D. Burman and Madan Mohan's deep music.
Holiday destination: In India, its Ganpatipule.

What are your views about the various student organizations we have? Also, what

do you feel about the different departmental festivals in our college?

A

L

| suppose student bodies are needed, but every student body must concentrate on activities related 1o 55
own branch. For other activities, you have events like SPACE & Technobreak. To tell you the fruth, | dont ke
departmental fests. | do feel that branch wise individual activities are necessary, but they should not =k=
place in the present separated manner that we have. It should not be the case thata particular branch has
its own activities, so the classes for that branch get suspended for the day, the activity takes place and =
attended by the students of that branch while all other students are busy attending lectures. So, linsistinss
such activities should take place in a planned manner, according to a timetable. Maybe we can have 2
system wherein all the departmental fests are dane one after the other in the space of a week and thus, &

the tech fests of that particular year are done with.

What do you think are the demands and expectations that the corparate wo rid places
on the students as on today? How do you think students should cope with them?

This question can be answered in two parts . As for the |T companies, they themselves do not know wi=t
kind of projects they will be handling a year hence. What they want is someone who has good
comprehension skills and sound fundamentals, so he/she can understand any problem and write the coce
required in the technology that they tell him/her to write it in. Also, since the Indian IT industry is mostly into
service, they harp on good communication skills, so that the employee is able to communicate effectively
with any client, Indian or Non-Indian, irespective of the cultural, linguistic and other differences. Butif you
want to join a core IT company and do developmental work, you must get your core subjects in order. Butif
you are going to work in a financial IT firm where your peers are likely to be people with B.Com./B.Sc., you
can afford to concentrate on your communication skills. As far as the non-IT industry is concerned, their
demands are different. A few years ago, Siemens gave us a feedback saying that they wanted students who
had their basic concepts clear. They actually wanted someone having a good knowledge of his first and
second year subjects; who could draw the equivalent circuit for any device shown. They did not lay any
special emphasis on Software or Communication skills. But times have changed, and if some student
thinks that he should concentrate only on whatever he is going to do later in life, that student cannot be held

atfaull.

Freudian Snip

Life : Contented

Passion : Making people happy
Technology : Need

Singing : Hobby

IV Fun

Term Work : Strictly Necessary
Electrical vs. Computers : Both
SPACE or Nirmaan : Nirmaan

Zrnciples that you always follow. ..

Ilist bwo:

1. IfI've accepted to do a particular thing, | must givemy 100% toit.
2 | dislike it if anyone around me is not comfortable with me. So, my first attempt is always o

make people around myself comfortable with me.

= = e e — - = —

"~ teacher is like a candle - it consumes itself to light the way for others
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Rain
- Divyanshu Bhadoria

SE Electrical

Rain,
fell on the face of a boy,
Brought along a smile, an unknown joy.

Mother says,
~ "Wait, stop, you will fall ilt”
Strong in her words, weak in her will.

She thinks,

So long as its mild, and he is in my sight,
he will be all right.

My child is so happy, | know

Friends,
Fill up the puddle, with white paper boats,
Some big, Some small, some sink, some float.

Home,
He walks back drenched, the smil
His hands tremble slight, (she snaps) if only

& has now faded,
he had waited.

A drop,
Runs down his face, n _
She takes him in her arms, it eases

ot one of the rain,
out the pain.

And as the child sleeps,
She thinks,
My child don't you cry,
My child don't you think,
in my arms you'll find hope.
Everytime the boats sink.

But,

Someday you'll be big,
Someday you'll be gone,
To wipe off the tear,
could mother live so long.

The drizzte, the shower,
Then thunder, then storm.

Raindrops,
Small, quick, many and fast,
Together wrought havoc, though not long did one last,
They clattered the windows and splattered the pots,
Just like the mother, was stormed by her thoughts.

ts are secrel, and SO are_ila_aﬁﬁefs nd fears; they cannot &

' utter the other - Francis Bacon

The joys of paren
one and they won



Division Bell
- Ashish Kher
TE Mechanical

" was sitfing on the fifth bench of the second row and one of my friends was seated two places away from me.
—=ifway through the lecture, | received a message from my friend saying that he was feeling bored.

Sad that got me thinking.

We're bored.

But there are others lislening with rapt attention
Waiting to bury their heads in the ground
Maybe they're the ones who'll eventually come around
And the musings of a bored mind will be all that's left behind

But that ain't no reason to submit your mind
To the mediocrity that makes them blind
For now and perhaps a lot more time
I'l go on with this disturbingly absurd and tirme consuming rhyme

We don't like, we dislike and yet we're here
Waouldn't you call it an unflattering commentary on the way we are?
Perhaps when we're all dead we'll decide not to turn up
Perhaps by then, they'll have every human no different from a subservient pup

And if you think today was just unnecessary excess put across as wisdom sublime
Accompanied by the incoherent rambling of an unfocussed mind
\Wait till tomorrow, when the most evident lack of sunshine
Won't let you comprehend the culmination of this perhaps despairing rhyme

Seems like we've got to decide

Whether we wish to take refuge in our self subterfuge
Whether we wish to first complain and then deride
And speak ill of those who don't knaw any better
Than being taken for the ride

OR

We won't mind being perceived as strange
Because we're looking for change
And then we must pass without comment
When looked upon with xenophobic disgust

But do you realize it won't be easy navigating across this unmarked divide
And did you ever stop to think there might be no one over on the other side?

= ahout then, to signal the end of the session, the (division) bell rang.

.

= all, you're just another brick in the wall - Pink Floyd




Mélange

- Anisha Bhatia
BEIT

A stirring at the bottom, pretend |, its passion;
| hear my feathers ruffle, hairs stand on end;
Then penne, | do,

My feelings few,

No rule did | ever bend;

| deny myself my tears and fears,
it's a privilege | refuse 1o afford;
The pallor of strength,
Though the devil tempts,
|s salvation, the true cure;

1ts mundane they say, just jump the fray;
| stage the fight, | see no plight;
An epic saga, a tale to tell;
There's pain, there's clear refrain, | Know;
For toil, | will, till the end of hell;
Mo matter, the sweat, or the blood of my brow;

Running amok, wreaking havoc,
Insurgent they are,
Guerillas in par,
Helter skelter, | scurry for shelter;
There's always a flurry, lest | falter,
But once | stand tall, Il claim there won't be a fall;
Then cower they must, and end their brawl;

Now this prose is not sucrose, as it may seem,
A mélange of thoughts, averflowing the brim,
It is a beam balance, for it teeters without a stop,
A crass cacophory, a mere prop;
You maraud for the meaning, it's out there somewhere:
t might strike you like lightning, so kindly beware;

sometimes | think, | have a I_ab'_..rrinth for a brain with twists and turms galore,
Some other times, it's justa straight plain road , for there's not even a tree to explore;

S0 I'll let prudence prevail, like the world regales;
For if | sputter , you might spew;

And here I'l end my dreary train, for the sake of me as well as my crew !l!

|

ﬁ
How beautiful it is to do nothing, and then rest afterwar - Spanish Proverd



w3s young,

“nd | was eight.

ar to score & goal,

~uld seem to be my fate.

e starting eleven,
S=fence was my game.
“oponents surging forward,
~ad learned to tame,

finals of the touney,
=~ves were getting frayed.
“was the toughest game,

= had ever played.

= score was nil-nil,

= game was such a bore.
= last one-minute,

~culd take it no maore.

to the midfieid,

4 spatched away the ball.
soling past a player,

ared my forwards' call.

i=t, skip and turn,
=5 in dribbling heaven.
=asual dodge was all it took,

ptayer could touch me,
== going to end this story.
== on one with the keeper,
= | took a shot at glory.

the people in the stands,
=d me it would seem.
“ause the very first goal | scored,
-ored against my own team!!!

My First Goal

- Rohit Ajitkumar
SE Electrical

~ weave past the defender seven.

_—-_’#

il is not a matter of life and death. It's much more than that - Bill Shankley

- Swati Bhadada
BE Electronics

Drowned in a sea of questions perennially
answers to which we never have,

Where are we heading,

Do we need to take a pause

And look back!

A hundred jobs at hand

A thousand aspirations of the mind
A million expectations to live up to
Are we ready to bear the grind?

To showcase excellence at a wide spectrum
|s the order of the day

We need to conquer the entire array!

But in the end,

How much can a single soul withstand?

Is it necessary to live life to a template,
To achieve this all?

Or can we be anomalous,

To the way things ought to be

And not make a thud with every footfall!

We witness a sweet demise,
Of even momentary bliss

In the race

To reach the chequered flag
And not go amiss!

In the process, have we bid adieu to "ife’
Mo, I'd say!

Survival par excellence is the reason to be.
Vision, Labour and Optimism

s all that you need

To sow a bright seed!




T E s

India's cup of woe?

After years and years of mediocrity we still had the audacity to believe that we could
bring the cup home and that this time was going to be our time. Just about then the
world cup started and the rest followed.....

What changes would you like to see being made so as to help turn things around???

Retain Rahul Dravid as captain for a year....nurture Yuvraj Singh in the mean time for that role,
continue with Greg Chappel for another year, phase out the seniors(read Tendulkar, Ganguly,
Sehwag, Dravid) not as a knee jerk reaction but according to a well planned timeline so that it
doesn't hurt the team further. Prepare them mentally for the changes. Performance based pay,
compulsory county cricket for all national squad players, and faster synthetic pitches. A
foreign bowling coach and fielding coach on the permanent roll of the beci, separate admin and
selection/game part of the BCCL. Use scientific methods, study other teams and players to
know where to bowl to them and how to face themn, prepare team and player profiles. And
lastly, build a strong bench strength, so that quick and equally good replacements are
available, this will also help sustain the competition.... so now thati'm done revamping Indian
cricket, let's hear what u guys have to say......

Ayush Ahuja

BE Computers

I've begun to do background research to understand how on earth did we win the Cup in
198311 Brilliant playing, of course, at just the right time.
My solution to the current situation - take all the money, pump it into hockey, chess,
badminton, swimming and so on; throw out aristocrats and bring forth a new generation of
athletes. Obviously, the solution has nothing to do with cricket. What were you expecting?
Heston D'souza
SE Electrical

1 feel that players must be in the team, not on the basis of their status or what they 've done in
the past, but on current form. Also, when the team performs badly, the coach or captain alone
are not responsible for it, so no point in just sacking them alone. Players should be paid,
according to their performances, not seniority. Finally, the administration should itself be
given to former players or contracted managers, who know well about the game and its
development, instead of politicians.

Rahul Kulkarni

SE Electrical

Stopping the cricketers from doing ads or appointing a foreign coach is going to do no good to
the team...Our cricketers have been doing ads since long but now I guess they are doing only
ads and nothing else. On a serious note unless and until the players are not focused nothing
can happen. When a country chooses eleven players out of a populace of billions, the eleven
players selected chould show some kind of responsibility, they need to care for peoples
expectations...blaming the coach or any one particular team member would not help in any
way because cricket is a team game s0 it would be better if every player understands his
responsibility, stands up to the situation and delivers!!! We, sitting in front of our PCs can go
on giving advice to people out there. But playing there in the middle, with thousands of people
around you, some booing and the others screaming, is a different ball game all together!!! SO
lets give our heroes another chance to come up...which is what they need the most today!!!

SnehaHegde

SE Electronics

—_— — = e —— —— — ———
Baseball has the great advantage over cricket of ending sooner
- George Bernard Shaw
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‘50 we need so many 24 hr. news channels???
The less said the better about the content that is being shown on the so called

=nlightening news channels today. If we reason out, what is the actual root of such a thing
sappening- the sheer number of news channels that exist that each craves to show
<omething different, something more sensational than the other or the fact that they have
s keep rolling different news for the entire 24 hours of the day that they run short of
suality news or the trend that has picked up of making news rather than news making??

.\ the news - national, international and everything in between - can be easily fitted into a one hour
~rngramme or 30 pages of a newspaper. Provided they leave out useless news like celebrities’ dogs
. ling stray cats. About the number of channels, it's just an advertiser's world. Whoever gets the
~=we first takes the prize. We certainly don't need so many channels, least of all, news channeis
=owing the same thing over and over again. 24 hour channels do make sense actually [notice the
~=-casm please]. If they are occupying a particular bandwidth, why not use it at all times? After 2li,
~~vertisernents will always follow; and so will the revenue. Nobody is saving money if they are
—<uced to eighteen hours a day. Finally, sensationalism, exaggeration and melodrama are in our

~2od. Why not express it in news form too?

Heston D'souza
SE Electrical

< channels are necessary (if you are calling it a news channel, that means its 24 hrs...it's your
~oice whether you want to watch it or not). The number of news channels we have today is because
news channel has its own news (some are more interested on the glamour side, while the
-rs stick to the same old routine thefts and murders or maybe something else)... Considering the
=t that ,today, its not easy to define "news'..(I mean...what's news for me might not be news for
=.!1) these channels are justified...It might just give you new levels of optimism, when you switch
- 5 another news channel, that you may not end up seeing someone pointing out the reasons why
<= lost the world cup or someone covering the marriage in the tinsel town ,worse, speculating on

_but something more worthwhile!!

Siddhartha Chandra
TE IT

- consumer’s world today. Why should the news world be isolated in this regard! 1 would really
~=reciate the variety that channels like CNN-IBN, CNBC-TV 18, NDTV Profit and NDTV 24/7 offer.
“~=r than daily news these channels do telecast offbeat shows like -The Car and Bike Show, Gadget
ru, Just Books etc. etc. What we should be opposed to is the tabloid journalism that comes as an

on! So, 24 hr. news channels, appreciated; so many channels, competition only improves things
= consumer; what needs to be monitored is the content that is aired!

Swati Bhadada
BE Electronics

\na travels faster than the speed of light with the possible exception of bad
= - Douglas Adams
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1] The professor gives you an assignment which is to be submitted one month later. You-

a. Rush to the library, sit in your regular chair and don't stop writing until you are done,

2] After half a day of mentally draining lectures, you learn that lectures for the remaining das
have been cancelled-

a.
b.

C.

3] | took admission in engineering because-
a.

b.
C.

4] For your inter collegiate festival-
a.

b.

C.

ARE YOU A TRUE ENGINEER?

even ignoring the fact that the lights have been switched off and you are the only ong
in college

Wait until someone else does the assignment, take his or her copy get a Xerox done,
and then wait until the night before to actually write the assignment.

Realize (1 month — 1 second) later that an assignment needs to be submitted, so you
give the Prof the most preposterous excuse ever accompanied by a most
uninterested expression.

You pack your bags and head home....Come on...term tests are in a weeks time!!!
You head to the canteen, your 2™ home with your gang and end up hanging out thes
for the remaining day.

Your friend informs you and then you choose to come to college

I wanted to contribute to the process of our nation building and make this world a
better place to live in and by the way, my mumma also said so

To keep my options open

All my friends were doing the same thing

You start collecting all the reference books, write-ups and assignments you can fi
After all you only have a three day break ahead.
You have been so busy your parents have hardly seen you for weeks.

You're in and out before you can say ‘festival', And anyway, you've got other plans
with friends.

— _— = e

Normal people ... believe that if it ain't broke, don't fix it. Engineers believe the
ain't broke, it doesn't have enough features yet - Scott Adams
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5] There is a seminar to be held on embedded systems-

a. | have attended this seminar twice already!!! Anyway a good revision again.
b. Hey.....phir se attendance milega kya?!!
c. We've got a seminar hall? Ok, woh AC wala room?

6] You know that the results have been displayed-
a. You note down yours as well your nearest rival's marks and note the increasing
gap with satisfaction.
b.You make sure that the 4 letter dreaded word beginning with 'F' is not there.
c. What's the big deal!l!!

7] On your last day in SPCE you feel-

a. Sad ...
b. oSadins
gheSadeans

Time to evaluate yourself:

Mostly A's:
Perhaps in contemporary terms, this isn't the most polite thing to say but then again, we could

come up with no word better than geek to say well, geek. What we're basically trying to say in
somewhat subtle terms is that you're a geek. By the way, put away that book you're holding in
your'non-Disha' hand. :

You need to put some I-i-f-e in your life. Maybe you've got to stop calling authors of reference
books your friends. Find some mostly B's or mostly C's fellows to befriend you and within a
month you'll see the difference though we admit, the librarian might feel a wee bit lonelier.

Mostly B's:
Years and years of efforts by your engineering predecessors have led to the evolution of the

engineer over the course of time and it has finally evolved into you — the TRUE engineer. It
sure isn't easy being you but you've struck the perfect balance between all the assignments,
journals, fests, getting screwed and all the other timepass you might indulge in and which we
might be too lazy to mention. And if you're feeling all good about yourself after reading what
we've said about you, you're just getting TRUER all the time.

Mostly C's:

We're kind of undecided about what to tell you about you which isn't very different from what
you would be if you were asked to say something about yourself

Perhaps it might help if you knew where you were going.

SOURCE: This questionnaire was created by the editors and their whims and

fancies

E—— ———— - =

Sfference between a magi&an and a ﬁsycholugist is that the former pulls rabbits
=f 3 hat and the latter pulls habits out of a rat.
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STARRY TALES

A quirky look at what the stars foretell and the future holds for you:

ARIES (March 21 - April 19):

Your cousin's maid's second sister's dog will bite you provided you kick it really hard twice bef
finally lying down right next to it. Actually, we predict just about any dog you can find will do
same.

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20):
It's going to be an eventful week to say the least. The thing you've been dreading will happen
going to happen and soon. So we suggestyou start dreading something very nice.

GEMINI(May 21 - June 21):

Don't trust anybody today. Stay at home. Don't speak with your mother. Don't speak with
father. Don't speak with absolutely nobody around you for a day. We predict your mom and©
will be happier and the world will be a better place for atleasta day.

CANCER(June 22 - July 22):

This week seems like a perfect week to disregard advice about your well being. We say if you
a strong urge to behave like a lion tailed macaque, go ahead, for the world is full of people
you.

LEO(July 23 - August 22):

Look at the sky. Now raise the little finger of your right hand until you're holding it well above
head. Now do the same with your left hand. After that, squiggle your little fingers together
bringing your hands closer to your head. Repeat this entire procedure over and over again
we ask you to stop. Stop. Are you still looking at the sky? No? Then repeat the entire thing

again. If your answer is 'yes' then we predict that you'll have a pain in your neck (no
intended!)

VIRGO(August 23 - September 22).
Lets take a look at your ‘mmediate future. You'll be reading Disha, the amazing
magazine and breathing at the same time. You'll still be reading Disha, the amazing
magazine and breathing at the same time. You'll still be reading Disha, the amazing
magazine and breathing atthe same time. See, we're good at predicting stuff!

#;— e e ——
Twinkle twinkle littie star how | wonder what you are - Anonymous ’
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1 believe in astrology. 'm a Sagittarian and we're supposed to be skeptical
mknown

DisSHA

LIBRA(September 23 - October 22):
Money matters will take centrestage this week. Personal finances are what you need o

be focusing on. We predict you'll probably make a lot of dough but a pity most of it'll be of
the type you usein a bakery.

SCORPIO(October 23 - November 21):
Ever since your ruling planet Pluto stopped being called a planet you've been without a

ruling planet! So we're just going toignore you! Loser!

SAGGWARIUSinembEQZﬂDecamberz‘t}*
This week Mars is sure to have a negative influence,on your life. But the fact that you

can't understand a word of what's said in class has nothing to do with Mars, it's justyou.

CAPRICORN(December 22 - January 19):
This week some stuff will sort of happen. Once you wake up in the morning you'll be

forced to open your mouth provided you wish to brush your teeth. Laterin the day, you'll
(hold your breath) geta call from someone who knows your phone number.

AQUARIUS(January 20 —February 18):
Your social life is going to be very exciting this week. We predict you'll meet exactly 13.5

members of another sex. Thatcan be [13(1)+1(0.5)] or even [27(0.5)] depending on the
positions of the obliquity of the ecliptic. By the way, your lucky numbers are 27 and 0.5

PISCES(February 19— March 20).
The peculiar alignment of the cadent houses and your ruling planet and the impending

possibility of a quincunx or @ quintile implies oniy one thing. That we're looking at a
flawed, over simplified 2_Dimensional model of the solar system and it's time to get a

new one.

SOURCE: This horoscope was created by the editors and their whims and fancies.
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The time is gone, the song is over,
Thought I'd something more to say

- Pink Floyd
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